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Originating from an Indo-French cooperation between the Pondicherry University and 
the French Institute of Pondicherry, the Social Sciences Winter School in Pondicherry 
(SSWSP) is a multi-year programme of intensive and multidisciplinary training workshops 
addressing theoretical and methodological issues in social sciences research. The school 
provides each and every one with the opportunity of knowledge transfer, sharing 
experiences and research ideas. 
 
 

 
This SSWSP has three main objectives: 

 To build up research capacity-building; 

 To strengthen the Indo-French cooperation in research in India, through the creation of an 

academic network of researchers in India and France working on South Asia; 

 To consolidate a community of young scholars in India. 

Tangible results and outcomes are provided: 

 Development of a website in English (with digital resources);  

 Validation through delivery of certificates upon completion of the training; 

 Editing and dissemination of a scientific, pedagogical and technical booklet. 
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Institutional partnership is based primarily on the collaboration between the French Institute of 
Pondicherry (IFP, MAE-CNRS) and the Madras Institute of Development Studies (MIDS). Like the four 
previous editions (2014, 2016, 2017 and 2018), the SSWSP benefits from the scientific and financial 
support of the French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD) and its Research 
Units DIAL and PALOC (Development, Institutions and Globalisation, IRD-University Paris-Dauphine, 
Paris; Patrimoines Locaux, Environnement et Globalisation, IRD-National Museum for Natural History, 
Paris), and of the Centre for South Asian Studies (CEIAS, EHESS-CNRS, Paris) and the CNRS via the 
French Institute of Pondicherry and its programme SustainAsia.  
 
The preparation and monitoring of the event for this 2019 edition is handled by a team composed of 
experienced researchers in social sciences and training with the active collaboration of Mr. 
Sandeepan Sharma and the administration of the French Institute of Pondicherry.   

 
 
 

 
The training runs through five consecutive days and is articulated around two poles: the plenary 
sessions and the methodological workshops, as detailed below: 

 The plenary sessions: for one day (December 2nd 2019) there will be five talks, presented by 
experienced researchers from both India, Europe and the United States. The aim is to present 
the state-of-the-art, and overview of the theoretical and methodological issues on a 
particular research topic. 

 The methodological workshops: for the following three full days (December 3rd 2019-
December 5th 2019), three workshops for about 60 trainees are devoted to tutorials. It will 
discuss theoretical models, text analysis, analytical tools, survey methods, data collection and 
analysis, and so on.  

 Project restitution: the training ends (December 6th 2019) with a half-day of knowledge 
restitution, under the form of a simulated research project designed by each group and 
putting to practice what they have learnt, and the delivery of certificates to participants. 

 
 
 

 
A total of 64 students have been selected (out of 100 applications) for the edition 2019.  

 
Gender 37 female students (58%), 27 male students (42%). 

 
Age 17 students between 20 and 25 years old (27%), 27 students between 26 and 30 

(42%), 20 students between 31 and above (31%) 
 

Education Under Graduation (1) / M. S. C. (4) / M. S. W. (1) / M.A. (7) / M. Phil (4) / Ph.D. 
candidates (46)  

http://www.ifpindia.org/
http://www.ifpindia.org/
https://www.mids.ac.in/
https://en.ird.fr/the-ird
http://www.dial.ird.fr/
http://www.paloc.fr/en
http://ceias.ehess.fr/
http://www.cnrs.fr/fr/page-daccueil
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Disciplines or research fields  

Humanities, Comparative Indian Language and Literature, Economics, Urban 
Studies, Social Work, Social Sciences, Cultural and Social History, Women’s 
Studies, Sociology, History and Education, Rural Development, Environmental 
Humanities, English Studies, Inclusive Development and Social Justice, 
Development Studies, Disaster Management, Political Science, International 
Relations, History, Indian History and Culture, Medical and Psychiatric Social 
Work, Anthropology, History of Technology, Regional Studies, Gender Politics and 
Laws, Geography, Planning and Development, Population Studies, Behavioural 
Science, Disaster Management. 
 

Institutions (numbers): 
 

India Delhi: Jawaharlal Nehru University (4), University of Delhi (3), South Asian 
University (1), National University of Educational Planning and Administration (1), 
Jamia Millia Islamia (4). 
Gujarat: Central University of Gujarat (2) 
Guwahati: Cotton University (1) 
Maharashtra: Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai (13), International 
Institute for Population Sciences, Mumbai (1), Indian Institute of Technology (1), 
Solapur University (1) 
Odisha: Sambalpur University (1) 
Jharkhand: Central University of Jharkhand (1) 
Puducherry: Pondicherry University (11) 
Punjab: Central University of Punjab (1) 
Tamil Nadu: Indian Institute of Technology, Madras (3), Madras University (2), 
Madras Christian College (1), Bharatiar University (1), Annamalais University (1). 
Uttar Pradesh: Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (2), Aligarh Muslim 
University (3), Banaras Hindu University (1) 
West Bengal: University of Calcutta (1), Presidency College (1) 

 
France EHESS (Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Social) (1) 
 
England Bath Spa University (1) 
 University of Cambridge (1) 
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The team of trainers is multidisciplinary and international (22 from India, 4 from France, 2 from the 
United States, 1 from Italy and 1 from Germany), and they are specialists of the chosen theme of the 
SSWSP 2019. Their bios are displayed in the appendices. 
 
 

Names 
Disciplinary and 

other fields 
Institutional affiliations or else 

Workshop 1: The Creation of Memory: Archives as Living Cultural Practices 

Benedetta Zaccarello Philosophy CNRS, CEFRES (CNRS-MEAE), Prague, Czech Republic 

Kannan M. Tamil Studies French Institute of Pondicherry, Puducherry, India 

Sukanta Chaudhuri 
Textual Studies, 
Digital Humanities  

School of Texts and Records, Jadavpur University, Kolkata 

Roland Wittje History Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, India 

Peter Hees History, archivist Sri Aurobindo Ashram, Archives, India 

Srinivasan Venkat Archivist 
Archives at the National Centre for Biological Sciences, NCBS, 
Bangalore, India 

Ranjani Prasad 
Researcher (archiving 
and curation) 

Keystone Foundation, Coimbatore, India 

Faisal Rehman 
Researcher (archiving 
and curation) 

Keystone Foundation, Coimbatore, India 

Workshop 2: Reconstructing Histories: Theories, Methods, and Practices 

Senthil Babu D. History French Institute of Pondicherry, Puducherry, India 

Nicolas Bautès Geography French Institute of Pondicherry, Puducherry, India 

John Kurien Social sciences Azim Premji University, Bangalore, India 

Denis Vidal Anthropology IRD – URMIS, Paris, France 

Geetha V. 
Historian and 
translator 

Independent writer and researcher, India 

Vareethaiah Konstantine Independent writer Independent writer, India 

Karuna Miryam History Azim Premji University, Bangalore, India 

Nityanand Jayaram Journalist-researcher Environmental activist and journalist, India 

Sagayam 
Writer and 
entrepreneur 

Writer and entrepreneur, India 

Kingston 
Artisanal fisherman 
and film-maker 

Fisherman and film-maker, India 

Chaitanya Krishna Wildlife biologist Co-founder of In Season Fish, India 
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Workshop 3: Socio-Anthropological Approach of Local Knowledge in Agro-Ecology 

Hélène Guétat-Bernard Sociology, geography French Institute of Pondicherry, Puducherry, India 

Matthieu Salpeteur Anthropology IRD, UMR PALOC, France 

Salome Yesudas Nutrition NIRDPR, Rajendra Nagar, Hyderabad, India 

Rita Banerji Film director 
Green Hub Project (North East Network & Dusty Foot 
Initiative), Assam, India 

Serlibon Timungpi Film maker 
Green Hub Project (North East Network & Dusty Foot 
Initiative), Assam, India 

Daniele Clavel 
Agronomy, genetics 
of plants 

Centre for the Study of Social Systems, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi, India 

Indhubala Kesavan Philosophy 
Centre for the Study of Social Systems, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi, India 

Mithra Venkatesh Farmer-entrepreneur Krishnaa’s Organic Fram, PS Pallavam village, Tamil Nadu 

Soma Kishore 
Parthasarathy 

Sociology Makaam, National Activist Network, India 
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The major thread of this 2019 edition will be to address issues at the interface between Heritage, 
Communities, and Sustainability, with different thematic focus, scales of interpretation, theoretical 
questioning and methodological frameworks, and in interaction with various stakeholders. Heritage, 
Community, Sustainability as distinct and overlapping interdisciplinary fields of research intersect in a 
number of disciplines. These concepts in general, suggest a preoccupation with memory, preservation 
and modes of expression of the people. Interrogating heritage, along with communities, while 
engaging with visions of sustainability, is a way to explore the possibility of creating “living” archives. 
And in it lies the hope to create renewed relationship between science and society.  

“Living” archives, material and immaterial, are vectors of knowledge, memories, identities, practices, 
conveyed through diverse modes of expressions which are grounded in hierarchies of economic and 
social life of a people. They are also vectors of power and domination, lending themselves to be 
appropriated, controlled and render current exercise of hegemony possible. How to refer to archives 
as “living” archives constantly evolving? Could the production and use of archives assist counter-
hegemonic practices of the marginalised people? This might require a critical reading of scholarly 
practices and their orientation. To realign these practices with the marginalised and help reimagine 
the objectives and practices of sustainable futures could also draw upon initiatives, which have 
worked toward alternative forms of the relationship between science and society.  

From a theoretical perspective, such ambition has been part of various debates. From a 
methodological point of view, collaborative research, participatory and community-based research 
practices count among several academic initiatives, to build and implement research protocols in close 
relation with the people. Both in the fields of archives, heritage conservation and in the production of 
history, dominant and often homogenous visions of the past have been questioned, with the aid of 
different techniques and theories. Perspectives of science which will consider processes of making 
consent and dissent, needs of a people to reimagine histories and practices to shape probable futures 
along with its contingent struggles and constraints would constitute the common areas of reflection 
for all the participants of the Social Sciences Winter School. In a context of rapid global changes and 
claim for a sustainable future, the emergence of critical heritage studies implies too taking in 
consideration the changing relations between societies and their natural environment, as much as 
their relation to the fabric of their heritages.  

This year, the objectives of the Winter School will be to expose students to research frontiers between 
Heritage, Communities and Sustainability in interaction with various stakeholders. Three different 
workshops will pull different threads of the knotting between Heritage, Communities, and 
Sustainability issues, while focusing on archives, histories, knowledge, and conservation, and 
mobilising different approaches and disciplines across the social sciences.  
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Following the framework of the past editions, the Social Sciences Winter School will be organised 
according to three complementary axes:  

(a) Training in plenary sessions at the beginning of the school: presentations will introduce 
different thematic and methodological facets of research and field practices.  

(b) Three thematic workshops lasting four days will address issues at the interface between 
Heritage, Communities, and Sustainability from various cross-cutting angles, focusing on 
archives as living cultural practices (workshop 1), the process and meanings of rewriting-
reconstructing histories (workshop 2), and gendered local knowledge and the conservation of 
biodiversity in agro-ecology (workshop 3).  

(c) Restitution, discussions, exchanges: participants of each workshop will work on a research 
design as a group based on the four days of training and make their presentation.  

 

 

Whether the term is traced back to the ancient Greek arche, “the beginning”, the illustrious antiquity, 
or to the Latin arca, a box for safe-keeping, which preserves and transmits, the notion of archive refers 
to the journey in space and time of any trace worthy of its name and therefore implicitly refers to 
dynamics of transfer across ages and cultures. Moreover, archives cannot be reduced to the storage 
place or to the array of preserved documents. In various cultural contexts, they take the form of very 
different technologies and practices and gather various kinds of materials. Filing, preserving, giving 
public access to, and even interrogating are practices that constantly evolve and refashion our 
cognition of the archive. Seen from such a perspective, archives allow us to “deconstruct” the history 
and the narratives of our own civilisations.  

The workshop will be articulated around three focuses: a) the archival heritage: interrogating the past 
through documents; b) archives at the present tense: the “digital turn” and its effects on archival 
practices; c) the future of our memories: community archives and non-documental archives.  

 

 
This workshop will address the process of rewriting histories of marginalised people. It will explore 
three central questions: why construction of histories continues to remain an important exercise for 
marginalised communities? What are the perspectives, theories, and methods available from 
attempts to reconstruct such histories? How far such histories have helped transform the lives of the 
marginalised?  

We shall engage with these questions in light of ways to confront hegemonic histories and seek critical 
alternatives in history making projects of the people. The primary focus would be to address 
methodological issues in relation to these three questions. In this process, we will bring together 
historians, social scientists, writers, community leaders and activists to collectively understand the 
significance of reconstructing histories in the context of current social, political and environmental 
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challenges that people face. We will study select movements in historiography and literature to situate 
them in the changing political trajectories and consciousness of different marginalised sections of the 
people. Given the overwhelming presence of tools, techniques and media in circulation today, how 
do we ensure that these do not subvert the struggle for recognition and dignity? In this workshop, we 
will address all these issues with the specific focus on fisher labour and lives.  

 

 
In a global context of crisis of the conventional food production and processing model, agro-ecology 
questions the contemporary heritage of peasant knowledge regarding the conservation of local seeds 
and breeds, and techniques to maintain soil fertility (including micro-hydrology). These seeds, breeds 
and techniques are the result of socio economic history based on specific cultural context and 
ecosystem. They have been marginalised by colonial and postcolonial development programmes such 
as recently by the Green Revolution. Agro-ecology is based on a dialogue between local and scientific 
knowledge. Each of these knowledge questions the history of their elaboration, inscribed in a context 
of intersectionality gendered power relations that value certain propositions and can make others 
invisible. The workshop will question the socio-environmental heritage of agro-ecology and its gender 
issues with an interdisciplinary approach of social sciences and genetics of plants.  

Based on grounded theory and shared experiences between scientists, grassroots organisations, 
citizens, the workshop will be articulated around the following: a) conceptual contributions on the 
feminist and decolonial approach of agro-ecology questioning the “sociology of absences”; b) systemic 
approach on what it means preserving the heritage of biodiversity; c) links between biodiversity and 
identity (from individual ontology to collective level) and the methodological tools to understand and 
preserve “living” archives (seeds, breeds, recipes).  
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From 8:30 to 15:30  At the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

 
From 15:45 to 17:30  At the French Institute of Pondicherry 

 
08:30-09:30 Registration and welcome tea-coffee 

 

9:30-10:00 Formal addresses and general introduction to the Social Sciences Winter 
School in Pondicherry 2019 

 

10:00-10:45 Plenary talk 1  

The Creation of Memory 

Prof. Sukanta Chaudhuri, Professor Emeritus, Jadavpur University 

 

10:45-11-30 Plenary talk 2  

Archives as Living Practices: Mutations and Evolutions of a Diachronic, 
Dynamic, Dialogic Device  

Dr. Benedetta Zaccarello, Senior Researcher CNRS (CEFRES) 

 

11:30-11:45 Short break 

 

11:45-12:30 Plenary talk 3  

Valorising Subaltern History, Knowledge and Heritage for a Convivial Future: 
Some Personal Reflections from Trysts with Artisanal Fishers 

Prof. John Kurien, Visiting Professor, the Azim Premji University, Bengaluru 

 

12:30-14:00 Lunch Break 
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14:00-14:45 Plenary talk 4   
Genderscapes of Forest and History of Tribal Groups in The Context of State 
Policy: Reclaiming their Rights to Sustain and Keep Alive Natural Heritage of 
Biodiversity Conservation 

Dr. Soma Kishore Parthasarathy, sociologist, independent researcher 

 

14:45-15:30 Plenary talk 5 

Absorbing the Past for Effective Futures – Participatory Approach of Film 
Making as the Testimony of the Communities and as Tool for Documenting 
Indigenous Knowledge, and Leveraging Community Based Conservation 
Action  

Rita Banerji and Serlibon Timungpi, The Green Hub Project (a North East 
Network & Dusty Foot Initiative)  

 

15:45-16:30 Tea-coffee break at the French Institute of Pondicherry 

 

16:30-18:00 Workshops starts 

Introduction to the workshops and self-introduction from all participants 
and trainers 

 
 

 
9:00-11:00 Workshop 1      The Creation of Memory: Archives as Living Cultural 

Practices 
Coordinator: Benedetta Zacarallo  
Invited tutors: Sukanta Chaudhuri, Peter Heehs, Kannan M., Ranjani 
Prasad, Faisal Rehman, Roland Wittje, Srinivasan Venkat   

 

 Workshop 2      Reconstructing Histories: Theories, Methods, and 
Practices 

Coordinators: Senthil Babu D., Nicolas Bautès. 
Invited tutors: John Kurien, Denis Vidal, Geetha V., Vareethaiah 
Konstantine, Karuna Miryam, Nityanand Jayaram, Sagayam, Kingston, 
Chaitanya 

 

 Workshop 3       Socio-anthropological Approach of Local Knowledge in 
Agro-Ecology 

Coordinator: Hélène Guétat-Bernard 
Invited tutors: Salome Yesudas, Rita Banerji, Mathieu Salpeteur, Serlibon 
Timungpi, Daniel Clavel, Indhubala Kesavan, Soma Kishore Parthasarathy, 
Mithra Venkatesh 

 

11:00-11:15 Tea-coffee break 

 
11:15-12:30 Workshops continue (see programme for each workshop) 
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12:30-14:00 Lunch break 
 

14:00-15:30 Workshops continue (see programme for each workshop) 
 

15:30-15:45 Tea-coffee break 
 

15:45-18:00 Workshops continue (see programme for each workshop) 
 

From 19:00 on Welcome dinner at the French Institute of Pondicherry 
 
 
 
 

 
9:00-11:00 Workshops continue (see programme for each workshop) 

 

11:00-11:15 Tea-coffee break 

 
11:15-12:30 Workshops continue (see programme for each workshop) 

 
12:30-14:00 Lunch break 

 
14:00-15:30 Workshops continue (see programme for each workshop) 

 
15:30-15:45 Tea-coffee break 

 
15:45-18:00 Workshops continue (see programme for each workshop) 

 
19:00-21:00 Film projection at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

Documentaries on heritage and communities in North-East India, by Rita 
Banerji and Serlibon Timungpi 

 
 
 
 

 
9:00-11:00 Workshops continue (see programme for each workshop) 

 

11:00-11:15 Tea-coffee break 

 
11:15-12:30 Workshops continue (see programme for each workshop) 

 
12:30-14:00 Lunch break 

 
14:00-15:30 

Workshops continue  
Group work initiation: preparation of project restitution supervised by the 
trainers 
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15:30-15:45 Tea-coffee break 

 
15:45-18:00 Workshops continue  

Group work initiation: preparation of project restitution supervised by the 
trainers 

 
 
 
 

 
9:00-11:00 Workshops continue  

Group work initiation: preparation of project restitution supervised by the 
trainers 
 

11:00-11:15 Tea-coffee break 

 
11:15-12:30 Workshops continue  

Group work initiation: preparation of project restitution supervised by the 
trainers 
 

12:30-14:00 Lunch break 
 

14:00-15:30 Workshops continue  
Group work initiation: preparation of project restitution supervised by the 
trainers 
 

15:30-15:45 Tea-coffee break 
Groups photos 
 

15:45-18:30 Plenary group presentations by trainees 
 

18:30-19:15 Valedictory Address  
Feedbacks from resource persons, students and trainers 
Delivery of certificates 
 

From 19:30 on Closing cocktail dinner at the French Institute of Pondicherry 
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The Creation of Memory 

Sukanta Chaudhuri, Professor Emeritus, Jadavpur University 

 

Abstract 

Memory implies retrieving or recollecting a record from the past. Primarily, this recording and retrieval 
take place within the mind. But since the emergence of writing, imaging and (much later) audio and 
video recording, our memory has been reliant on technology. What we record and remember is 
conditioned by how we record and remember it. Revolutions in memorial technology thus bring about 
revolutions in knowledge and mental process. This is specially true of the formal memorial records we 
call archives. 

Some major implications follow.  

Memory is never total. Only a fraction of the past can be recorded or archived. The selection is 
determined not only by the purpose and judgment of the archivist but the technology employed. 

Records preserve material but also alter it. The material is taken out of the original dynamic milieu 
of its birth and being, and objectified or reified within a different frame of validation. How, and 
how far, can an archive preserve not only the intrinsic character but the contextual identity of its 
material? 

Memory commonly operates through random association, as optimally presented in the novels 
of Marcel Proust; but memorializing through records or archives involves ordering and 
categorizing, as in a filing system or database architecture. How does an archive negotiate these 
opposite demands?  

This lecture will examine these implications, first briefly with respect to earlier systems of recording and 
archiving, then by more closely analysing the philosophy and technology of digital archiving and analysis.  

 

Selected references 

S. Chaudhuri, Bichira: The Making of an Online Tagore Variorum, Springer, 2016. 

R. J. Finneran, A. Arbor (eds), The Literary Text in the Digital Age, University of Michigan Press, 1996. 

M. Proust, Swann’s Way, trans. C. K. Scott Moncrieff, 1928; rpt New York, Random House, 1956. 

 

***** 
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Archives as living practices: mutations and evolutions of a diachronic, dynamic, 
dialogic device 

Benedetta Zaccarello, Senior Researcher CNRS (CEFRES) 

   

Abstract 

More than twenty years have passed since the publication of the famous and eponymous essay by 
French philosopher Jacques Derrida, and the “Archive Fever” is still very high in contemporary cultures. 
Considered more and more as a precious heritage and a tool preserve the memory of a retrospectively 
imagined past, archives became as well an indispensable tool to stabilize the representation that we 
foster of the present and a pledge on how the future readers will look back at “us”. Nowadays present 
in our everyday life, private or public, digital or material, on the make or institutional, archives became 
something familiar not only for professional scholars.  

But what do we call with this name? What have in common very different sets of collections, 
technologies and forms of classification that we are open to label as “archives”? How can we stretch the 
notion enough for it to encompass non-European forms of archives as well as the traditional, post-
romantic institutions that are more commonly referred to with this word?  

The “archival turn” taught us to read behind the documents the cultural, epistemological and political 
bias structuring the archive. Still, archives evolve in time, change form and perimeter, and respond to 
needs of different public across time and spaces.  

This talk proposes to understand this notion as a function rather than a static object and to question the 
archive as a set of practices rather than as an institution or a collection of documents. Such “dynamic” 
ontology of the archive may help in understanding that the cultural construction is constantly at work 
in the archive, notably in what concerns its relation to the public and to the technologies that mediate 
it. Moreover, this approach will enable us to question the archive as a transforming and interactive 
dispositive, if not an “organic” device. 

 

Selected references 

P.-M. De Biasi, “Pour une génétique généralisée : l’approche des processus à l’âge numérique”, Genesis 
n°30, p. 163-175, 2010. 

J. Derrida, Archive Fever: A Freudian Impression, trans. Eric Prenowitz, Chicago, University of Chicago 
Press, 1996. 

G. Didi Huberman, Des images malgré tout, Paris, Editions de Minuit, 2004. 

A. Mbembe, The Power of the Archive and its Limits, Dordrecht/Boston/London, Kluwer Academic 
Publishers, 2002. 

 

***** 
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Valorising Subaltern History, Knowledge and Heritage for a Convivial Future: 
Some Personal Reflections from Trysts with Artisanal Fishers 

John Kurien, Visiting Professor, the Azim Premji University, Bengaluru 

 

Abstract 

This talk is part of a larger and incomplete process of searching, reflecting and sharing based on the last 
four decades of interacting with artisanal fishers from different countries. The experiences which I have 
encountered were made in different capacities -- as an employee of the fishers; as an activist-academic; 
as a network facilitator; and as a reflective development practitioner. I have come to understand the 
need to re-discover and valorise the history, knowledge and heritage of fishers – a subaltern group -- to 
move towards a convivial future – both for them and for all of us.   

 

Selected references 

Kurien, J. (1990). Knowledge Systems and Fishery Resource Decline: A Historical Perspective, In Lenz W 
and Deacon M, (1990). Ocean Sciences: Their History and Relation to Man - Proceedings of the 4th 
International Congress on the History of Oceanography, Hamburg, 1987. 

Panipilla R. (2015). Eyes On Their Fingertips: Some Aspects of the Arts, Science, Technology and Culture 
of the Fisherfolk of Trivandrum, India. ICSF Occasional Paper, Chennai. Retrieved from: 
https://www.icsf.net/en/occasional-papers/article/EN/149-Some-Aspects-of.html  

Gillet P, (1985) Small is Difficult: The Pangs and Success of Small Boat Technology Transfer in South 
India, ITDG, UK. Retrieved from: http://www.siffs.org/Books/SmallisDifficult.pdf  

Ivan, I. (1973) Tools for Conviviality. Retrieved from 
https://arl.human.cornell.edu/linked%20docs/Illich_Tools_for_Conviviality.pdf  

Pohl, H. (2007).  From the Kattumaram to the Fibre-Teppa – changes in the Boatbuilding Traditions on 
India’s East Coast.  The International Journal of Nautical Archaeology. Vol 36 (2).   Retrieved from:  
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/227846540_From_the_Kattumaram_to_the_Fibre-Teppa-
Changes_in_Boatbuilding_Traditions_on_India's_East_Coast  

Vetter Andrea, (2017). The Matrix of Convivial Technology: Assessing technologies for degrowth. In 
Journal of Cleaner Production, Elsevier. Retrieved from: 
http://konvivialetechnologien.blogsport.de/images/Vetter_JcP2017_MatrixConvivialTechnology.pdf  
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Genderscapes of forest and history of tribal groups in the context of state policy: 
reclaiming their rights to sustain and keep alive natural heritage of biodiversity 
conservation 
Dr. Soma Kishore Parthasarathy, sociologist, independent researcher (associated with MAKAAM 
(http://makaam.in/; CFR LA cfrla.org.in)  

MAKAAM (http://makaam.in/) - Indian Forum For Women Farmers’ Right - NFT/ CFR LA/ Water Conflict 
Forum Policy Analyst/ Researcher/Advisor, Gender, Sustainable Development and Livelihoods. 
MAKAAM, or Mahila Kisan Adhikaar Manch (Forum For Women Farmers' Rights) is a nationwide 
informal forum of more than 120 individuals and organisations of farming women,  women farmers' 
collectives, NGOs, CSOs, researchers, activists in 24 states of India, seeking to secure due recognition 
and rights of women farmers in India. 

CFR-LA (www.cfrla.org.in ): The Community Forest Rights-Learning and Advocacy process was initiated 
in 2011 to facilitate exchange of information and experiences related to Community Forest Rights (CFR) 
provisions of the Forest Rights Act 2006 through people to people learning, awareness and training 
programmes, and need based site specific support as well as to undertake evidence-based state and 
national level advocacy on CFRs. 

 

Abstract 

Indian peasants, including tribal women, struggle against environmental and land degradation and for 
collective strategies of resilience, eco-restoration and preservation of the Commons as a testimony of 
their collective livelihood and identity. The concept of transition in ecological genderscapes is used as a 
theoretical tool for a feminist political ecology analysis. Transition is a frame to analyse from an 
epistemologically approach the context of interaction between the societies and their ecosystem and 
unravel the gendered power relations in land and resource grab. It is therefore a strong tool to oppose 
the institutional approach of creating another narrative of absence in regions occupied for centuries by 
forest dwellers and nomadic communities. Claims and contestations – resistance agency and 
innovations – are examined for assertions of rights and space for community based ecological 
conservation. 

 

Selected reference 

Kishore Parthasarathy S., 2018, Genderscapes and natural resource policy regimes in South Rajasthan : 
a feminist political ecology perspective (R), PHD dissertation, Indian Institute of Technology Bombay. 
Department of Humanities and Social Science. 
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Absorbing the Past for Effective Futures – Participatory approach of film making 
as the testimony of the communities and as tool for documenting indigenous 
knowledge, and leveraging community based conservation action 

Rita Banerji and Serlibon Timungpi, The Green Hub Project (a North East Network & Dusty Foot 
Initiative), first youth and community based video documentation centre for recording the environment, 
wildlife & people’s biodiversity in North East India 

 

Abstract  

Northeast India is still one of the most bio-diverse regions of India, as well as home to hundreds of 
indigenous communities, with a rich cultural heritage. However in its political history, the northeast 
has been marred by negligence and as a consequence of that insurgency and violence. There are few 
opportunities of growth or hope. There is poverty; there is unemployment and an undercurrent 
of violence through many of the states. Despite their life being closely linked to nature, and availability 
of natural resources as their capital, the lack of cash enforces the idea of earning by selling their forests, 
their land and wild meat.  

North East Network through its project in Chizami, Nagaland and Green Hub, Assam in collaboration 
with Dusty Foot has used video is an innovative manner to engage the community in dialogue over 
sustainable livelihoods, and the youth to empower them in conservation and social change. While video 
has been used as a transformative tool, the video documentation itself is helping build a resource of 
information of indigenous knowledge, biodiversity of the region, traditional practices as well as things 
that are endangered and disappearing.  

How can video be used as a tool for absorbing the knowledge from the past and leveraging it for 
sustainable futures? How can it be used for a participatory dialogue among the community as well as 
forming a network of youth for conservation and social change?  

 

***** 
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Coordinator:  

 Benedetta Zaccarello 
Researcher in Philosophy and Textual Studies (CEFRES, USR 3138 CNRS-MEAE) 
 

Invited tutors: 

 Sukanta Chaudhuri  
Literary and digital humanities scholar (Jadavpur University, Kolkata) 

 

 Kannan M. 
Researcher in contemporary Tamil language, literature and history (French Institute of 
Pondicherry, Puducherry) 

 

 Venkat Srinivasan 
Archivist (National Centre for Biological Sciences, Bangalore) 

 

 Roland Wittje  
Historian of Science and Technology (Indian Institute of Technology Madras, Chennai) 

 
With the collaboration of Peter Heehs (historian and archivist, Sri Aurobindo Ashram Archives), Ranjani 
Prasad and Faisal Rehman (researchers, archiving and curation, Keystone Foundation, Nilgiris) and 
Raphaël Voix (anthropologist, French Institute Pondicherry, Puducherry) 
 

 

Whether the etymology of the term is traced back to the ancient Greek arche, ‘the beginning’, the 
illustrious antiquity, or to the Latin arca, a box for safe-keeping, which preserves and transmits, the 
notion of archive refers to the journey in space and time of any trace worthy of its name and therefore 
implicitly refers to dynamics of transfer across ages and cultures.  

Archives cannot be reduced to a storage place or to the array of preserved documents, as in various 
cultural contexts they take the form of very different technologies and practices and gather various kinds 
of materials. Filing, preserving, giving public access to, and even interrogating the archive are practices 
that constantly evolve, refashioning our cognition of such ‘device’. 

From the late 1970s onwards, thanks to the so-called archival turn, the archive has received new 
attention, which radically transformed our understanding of that notion. Archives became understood 
as an object governed by its own dynamics, and determined by cognitive and epistemic strategies that 
exceed by far the mere texts and documents preserved. On the contrary, archives were revealed as a 
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complex artefact, as a cultural and political dispositive governed by specific logics structuring its 
constitution and conservation, and later its understanding and interpretation. Human and social 
sciences (and philosophy in particular) started at that time developing critical tools for a new 
understanding of the political enjeux implicit in the ‘archive device’. The sociocultural dimensions of the 
archive highlighted by such a turn reappraised the conditions of utilization of the archive in order to 
criticize the socio-political implications of existing archives and their complicity with power or colonial 
structures, and sometimes to encourage the production of alternative archival projects. 

Seen from such perspective, archives allow us to ‘deconstruct’ the history and the narratives of our own 
civilizations, and not only in what concerns the past. Modern European archives, for instance, are 
institutions that were shaped in the making of nations and national states in order to preserve – and 
thus contributing to writing – their histories, collective memory and imaginations as they were inspired 
by a post-romantic aesthetic imaginary in the case of a single author’s archives. How can our present 
receive such heritage if not reshaping its configuration and reinventing its meaning according to 
contemporary needs and mentalities? What is happening today to the making and preservation of the 
archival heritage, in the age of all surrounding digitization and of the global info-sphere?  

More and more archival images are now potentially accessible from anywhere in the world, outside the 
limits of archival institutions, and beyond the national framework that used to determine archival praxis 
and knowledge. Digital representations of the archive are progressively enabling the public to read the 
same (complex) object from different perspectives and to unfold accordingly the potentiality of the 
archive into almost tailor-made paths of fruition. The age of the semantic web promises to let appear 
beyond a cloud of papers consolidated information about histories, relations and figures whose traces 
are kept by the archive, making thus evident the structural relation in between the documents and the 
society that produced them. Moreover, new technologies not only allow a different relation within the 
public and institutional archives, they also constantly invite us to create our own personal one, to 
redefine our identity through the choice and assemblage of memories and traces and to do so in relation 
to the broader agora of the social exchanges. Such popularization of what we could call the ‘archive-
function’ is at the same time becoming a powerful tool to give voice to and preserve the memory of 
endangered minorities, as to rewrite the (self-) narration of subaltern communities.  

 

In order to explore the complex nature of archives in their relation to society and to provide 
methodological tools for a critical understanding of their relation to history, culture and heritage, the 
workshop will focus on three aspects:  

a) The archival heritage: interrogating the past through documents. How do we build the narration of 
our own past, choosing, assembling and assigning constantly renewed interpretations to documents and 
papers? How to understand such hermeneutic dynamics, intrinsically embedded in the diachronic 
dispositive of the archive? 

b) Archives at the present tense: the ‘digital turn’ and its effects on archival practices. How did the 
relation in between the archives and their public change as a consequence of the introduction of (new) 
digital tools? How do the digital representations of the archive impact the interpretation of the 
documents and information?  

c) The future of our memories: community archives and non-documental archives. Which are the limits 
of an archive? Do they change with the evolution of the use we make of it? How can the ‘archive-
function’ be understood as a tool for giving voices to communities and minorities instead of reassessing 
preexisting powers?  

 

As an output of the training, the participants will be asked to imagine an archive hosting their own 
research corpus or part of it, and to sketch a representation of it according to specific methodologies 
and consciously chosen criteria. 
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Agamben G., 1999. Remnants of Auschwitz: The Witness and the Archive, trans. Daniel Heller-Roazen, 
New York: Zone Books. 

Chakravorty Spivak G., 1983. “The Rani of Sirmur: An Essay in Reading the Archives”. History and 
Theory, 24(3): 247-272. 

Chaudhuri S., 2010. Metaphysics of Text. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Davis A. E., 2015. “An Archival Turn for International Relations: Interrogating India’s Diplomatic History 
from the Postcolonial Archive”. ISA Global South Caucus in Singapore, University of Adelaide. 

Derrida J., 1996. Archive Fever: A Freudian Impression, trans. Eric Prenowitz, Chicago, University of 
Chicago Press. 

De Vivo F., Donato M. P., 2015. “Scholarly Practices in the archives, 1500-1800: Introduction”. Storia della 
Storiografia, 68(2): 15-20. 
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Press. 
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Books. 
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Publishers. 

Richards T., 1993. The Imperial Archive - Knowledge and the Fantasy of Empire. London/New York: Verso. 

Stoler A.L., 2002. “Colonial Archives and the Arts of Governance: On the Content in the Form”. Archival 
Science, Vol. 2. 

Stoler A.L., 2009. Along the Archival Grain: Epistemic Anxieties and Colonial Common Sense. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. 
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De Biasi P.-M., 2010.  “Pour une génétique généralisée : l’approche des processus à l’âge numérique”. 
Genesis, 30 : 163-175. 
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Espagne M., 2013. “La notion de transfert culturel”, Revue Sciences/Lettres [En ligne], 1, 
http://journals.openedition.org/rsl/219 ; DOI : 10.4000/rsl.219 
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Méchoulan E., 2011. “Des Archives à l’archive”. Intermédialités. 18: 9-15. 
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See the texts on the following drive: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JoUdqaehszb94E9f_Ombzo9gqqHEMqu3?usp=sharing 

De Chadarevian S., 2013. “Things and the archives of recent sciences”. Studies in History and 
Philosophy of Science (www.elsevier.com/locate/shpsa), 44: 634-638.  

Wittje R., 2019. “Indo-German Entanglements in Science and Technology: The Indian Institute of 
Technology Madras”. Mida - Archival Reflexicon, 2-10. 

Söderqvist T., 1999. “Why is it so difficult to write the history of contemporary science?”. Endavour, 
23(1): 1-2. 

Srinivasan V, Dinesh T.B., Prakash B. & Shalini A., 2018. “Thirteen ways of looking at institutional 
history: a model for interconnected digital exhibitions from science archives”. Circumscribere, 21: 71-
83, http://dx.doi.org/10.23925/1980-7651.2018v21;p71-83. 

 

 

 

DAY 1 MONDAY, DECEMBER 2ND  

08:30-09:30 Registration and welcome tea-coffee at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

09:30-10:00 
Formal addresses and general introduction to the Social Sciences Winter School in 
Pondicherry 2019 

10:00-12:30 Plenary talks at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:30 Plenary talks at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

15:45-16:30 Tea-Coffee break at the French Institute of Pondicherry 

16:30-18:00 
Workshops starts 

Introduction to the workshop and self-introduction from all participants and trainers 

DAY 2 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD  

09:00-9:30 

Opening speech 

Introduction and objectives of the workshop 

Presentation of trainers and participants 

09:30-11:00 
“The archival heritage: interrogating the past through documents”  

Benedetta Zaccarello 

11:00-11:15 Tea-Coffee break 

11:15-12:30 Focus 1. The writing self: author’s manuscripts and the genesis of ideas 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JoUdqaehszb94E9f_Ombzo9gqqHEMqu3?usp=sharing
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/shpsa
http://dx.doi.org/10.23925/1980-7651.2018v21;p71-83
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All the trainers  

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:30 
“Archiving a Creative Mind” 

Sukanta Chaudhuri 

15:30-15:45 Tea-Coffee break 

15:45-17:30 
Focus 2.  Visit of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram Archives 

With all the trainers and Peter Heehs 

DAY 3 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH  

09:00-10:30 

Archives at present tense: the making of the archive in the age of decolonization and the 
‘digital turn” 

Roland Wittje 

10:30-11.00 Tea-Coffee break 

11.00-12:30 
Focus 3. Groups, networks and collective stories as witnessed by the archive 

All the trainers and Raphaël Voix 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:30 
Archives and communities  

Kannan M. with Ranjani Prasad and Faisal Rehman 

15:30-15:45 Tea-Coffee break 

15:30-17:30 
Focus 4. Visit of the Sri Aurobindo Ahsram Archives  

All the trainers and Peter Heehs 

DAY 4 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5TH  

09:00-12:30 Group work 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:30 

Atelier with Venkat Sreenivasan 

Part 1 – “Digital lives and meaning-making from an archive: Case studies from the Archives at 
NCBS” 

15:30-15:45 Tea-Coffee break  

15:45-18:00 

Part 2 (Digital Brainstorming with the participants) – “How can we digitally represent an 
archive?” 

Group work starts 

DAY 5 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6TH  

09:00-11:00 Group work 

11:00-11:15 Tea-Coffee break 

11:15-12:30 Group work 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:30 Group work 

15:30-15:45 Tea-Coffee break 

15:45-18:30 

Group work restitution of project 

Discussion of the results and the workshops 

Valedictory 
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No Name Level University Field of research Email 

1 Anshuman Bora 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Pondicherry University Humanities anshumtl@gmail.com 

2 Aratrika Ganguly 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
University of Calcutta 

Comparative Indian 
Language and 

Literature 
aratrikaganguly.95@gmail.com 

3 Arjun Srinivas M.Sc. Cotton University 
Economics/ Urban 

Studies 
arjunsrinivas3@gmail.com 

4 Arshi Showkat 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Jamia Millia Islamia Social Work arshie.qureshi93@gmail.com 

5 Ashuli Kaisa 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences Social Sciences ashulikaisa@gmail.com 

6 Bandana Meher 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Sambalpur University Social Work bandanameher@suniv.ac.in 

7 Kaisarjahan Ansari 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Gujarat University Humanities kesarjaha91@gmail.com 

8 Laura Dening 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Bath Spa University 

Environmental 
Humanities 

lauradenning2@gmail.com 

9 Mahendranath S 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Indian Institute of Technology, 

Madras 
Humanities and Social 

Sciences 
mahehist@gmail.com 

10 Manjari Thakur M. Phil. Jawaharlal Nehru University 
Centre for English 

Studies 
manjarithakur18@gmail.com 

11 Marek Ahnee 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 

Sociales (EHESS) 
Cultural and social 

history 
marekahnee17@gmail.com 

12 Mathew Joseph 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Madras University 

Humanitie and social 
sciences 

mathewjosephkallarakkal@gmail.com 

13 Megha Manjari Mohanty M. A. Pondicherry University Humanities meghamohanty29@gmail.com 

14 Neha Panwar M. A. Delhi University Social Sciences yogeshpanwar615@gmail.com 

15 Raka Banerjee 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, 

Mumbai 
Women's Studies banerj.r@gmail.com 

16 Suhail Ahmed 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Aligarh Musilm University Sociology suhailwithyou8@gmail.com 

17 Jyotsna Sonal 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
National Institute of Educational 

Planning and Administration 
History and Education jojokiran2010@gmail.com 

18 Yashaswini Jayadevaiah 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Indian Institute of Technology 

Kanpur  
Humanities and Social 

Sciences 
yashjayadevaiah@gmail.com 

19 Arunima 
Ph. D. 

Candidate 
Indian Institute of Technology 

Kanpur  
Sociology arunimak@iitk.ac.in 

20 Jhasaketan Patra M. Phil. Tata Institute of Social Sciences Social Sciences jhasa2211@gmail.com 
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Coordinators: 

 Senthil Babu D. 
Historian, Department of Social Sciences, The French Institute of Pondicherry 
 

 Nicolas Bautès 
Geographer, Department of Social Sciences, The French Institute of Pondicherry 

 
Trainers: 

 John Kurien 
Visiting professor at the Azim Premji University, Bangalore 
 

 Denis Vidal 
Anthropologist, IRD (URMIS); Lecturer, EHESS (School of Advanced Studies in Social Sciences) 
 

 Geetha V. 
Independent writer and researcher 

 

 Vareethaiah Konstantine 
Independent writer 

 

 Karuna Miryam 
Historian, Visiting professor at the Azim Premji University, Bangalore 

 

 Nityanand Jayaram 
Environmental activist and journalist 

 

 Kingston 
Artisanal fisherman and film maker 

 

 Sakayam 
Writer and entrepreneur  

 

 Chaitanya 
Wildlife biologist, Co-founder of In Season Fish 

 

With the collaboration of Prabhakar Jayaprakash (Ph.D. student, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, 
Mumbai), Bhagat Singh A. (postdoctorate, anthropologist and writer), Balasubramanium (Information 
technology, The French Institute of Pondicherry), Arun Kumar A. S. (Postdoctorate, anthropologist), 
Mehela S. A. (Postdoctorate, anthropologist), Kohila Senbagam (researcher in the Fisher Coast Project, 
IFP). 
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The Workshop seeks to address three central questions:  

Why construction of histories continues to remain an important exercise for marginalised 
communities?  

What are the perspectives, theories, and methods available from attempts to reconstruct such 
histories?  

How far such histories have helped transform the lives of the marginalized? 

The Fisher Coast Project team at the French Institute of Pondicherry has put together a pedagogic 
module based on these questions for this workshop. It has six lectures followed by Q & A, a day of 
fieldwork, three group work sessions, a documentary screening and discussion, and a panel discussion. 
The team is able to invite speakers from various backgrounds to be part of this workshop like fishers, 
academicians, practitioners, researchers, and writers. 

Dr. John Kurien, a visiting professor at the Azim Premji University, will give the keynote address for this 
workshop on the first day. He has planned to reflect on four decades of his experience in working with 
artisanal fishers from different countries. The core aspect of his talk would be ‘the need to rediscover 
and valorise history, knowledge, and heritage of fishers [a subaltern group] to move towards a convivial 
future’. The team is hoping that this lecture would set the stage for the sessions to follow on next four 
days. The first day would end with a group work session to plan for the fieldwork on the next day.  

The participants of this workshop would be divided into four groups and they would visit field sites of 
the Fisher Coast Project at Cuddalore district, Tamil Nadu. The focus of this fieldwork is to introduce the 
participants to Cuddalore Coast and fishers, besides various components of the project. The selected 
sites are Cuddalore harbour, Alapakkam, Pettodai, and Killai. The significance and learning points for 
each of this site are given in the following section. The second day would end with a group work session 
where each group would present their observations and initiate discussion.  

The third day will look into theories and methods of writing histories of marginalised communities. With 
the help of historiography of gender and labour, we would discuss ways and means to approach the 
subject of history of fishers. The latter has been an unexplored subject since very few have attempted 
to explore the same. Dr. V. Geetha, a writer and independent researcher, would discuss non-canonical 
sources in constructing histories of women’s lives. She has planned to address four aspects in her talk 
like ‘the question of sources; the relationship between the historian and the subject of her inquiry; issues 
involved in addressing “gender”; and narrating women’s lives in an unequal and diverse society.’ 
Similarly, Dr. Karuna D.W. Miryam, a historian, would provide an overview of Indian labour 
historiography and its various phases. She would share the latest trends in labour history elaborately 
looking at both formal and informal sectors. The afternoon sessions would start with a documentary 
screening and followed by a discussion. The lessons from historiography of gender and labour would act 
as a background to the session of Dr. Vareethiah Konstantine, a prolific writer. He would talk on everyday 
life of fishers and coastal transformation in the last few decades. The other subjects that he will cover 
include sources, methods, and future areas of research.  

On the fourth day, the workshop would narrow down and look at subjects like craft, coastal 
transformation, and labour process. Given the centrality of craft to fishers, the workshop will discuss 
potential ways to reconstruct histories of fisher lives vis-à-vis changes in crafts such as labour process 
between kattumaram and fibre boats/economy of fishing between kattumaram and canoe/and 
alienation of production between canoe and trawler. Dr. Denis Vidal, a lecturer and researcher, would 
start the fourth day with a session on ‘reinventing art, craft, and technology in India today’. He would 
use case studies on fishermen, carpenters, blacksmiths, sculptors, and tribes to elaborate on 
methodological implications on understanding of the notions of craftsmanship and technology.  
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In continuation, Mr. Nityanand Jayaraman, an environmental activist and journalist, would talk about 
relationship between spaces, communities, and histories. The core aspect that he deals in his talk would 
be importance of ‘claim making process’. He says, ‘the neytal tiṇai [coastal landscape], with its vast 
expanses of pōṟōmpōke [commons] is a treasure trove of untold histories and places that are yet to 
become”. The idea here is to construct histories of fishers as part of histories of coastal transformation. 
While the coast has been a spectacle for mainland communities, it is a working space and a core element 
in the everyday life of fishers.  

In the afternoon, participants would work in groups for presentations on the next day. After tea time, 
there would be a panel discussion on species, labour process, and market. Mr. Chaitanya Krishna, a 
wildlife biologist, would chair this session. Mr. Sagayam and Mr. Kingston are other members of this 
discussion and they are fishers from the Ramanathapuram district, Tamil Nadu. Most non-fishers may 
not be aware of how fishers fish in sea and how fish turn up on their plates? Likewise, they neither 
understand the life of fish in sea nor life of fishers. This session would try to explore the relationship 
between these two aspects and how they are mediated by factors such as technology, social policies, 
and markets. The last day would have group presentations and valedictory session. 

 

Prawn hatcheries – Killai (Coordinator: Arun Kumar A. S.) 

The sudden boom in the prawn export during the 1990s attracted huge investment in the field of 
aquaculture. With capital investment in aquaculture turned profitable, capturing coastal and backwater 
regions became a common scenario. Within a few years, the land surrounding Pichavaram and Killai 
villages have been badly affected as acres of agricultural land converted to aquaculture. In consequence, 
they dispossessed hundreds of agricultural labourers from their traditional livelihood. In addition, the 
seepage of residues and chemicals used to treat the farms into ground irreversibly increased the salinity 
in cultivable land and ground water. There was populist resistance against aquaculture by fishers and 
farmers since the 1980s and still lingers in the memories of Killai. This fieldwork aims to use the tool of 
photo-voice to document experience of aforesaid promises, impact, and the organised resistance that 
helped to forge the voice against these farms still now. 

 

Heritage – Cuddalore fishing harbour (Coordinator: Bhagath Singh A.) 

It is one of the major fishing ports in Tamil Nadu. During the colonial period, it had served as a port for 
export and import of goods. It was converted into a fishing port in 1959. It is one of the busiest fish 
landing centres in Tamil Nadu with about 245 mechanised fishing boats and 600 motorised non-
mechanised fleets operating every day. The port serves as an economic centre that provides labour to 
thousands of fishermen and others. Fishing in general is a single way job, perhaps after it lands on the 
shore, it becomes business which is a two-way negotiation. For a section of the catch, the local women 
take the lead in bidding process and they sell the fish in the local markets. The fishing industry is 
considered as part of the unorganised sector with informal labourers. A day trip into the harbour would 
help to understand labour process, hardships of labourers, and to link between labour, species, and 
markets.  

 

Coastal change and migration – Alapakkam (Coordinator: Kohila S.) 

Alapakkam is the biggest Dalit settlement in Tamil Nadu. Until few decades ago, it was a major hub of 
agricultural labourers, both men and women. Though they had been an amalgamated caste group and 
labour force with a sizable population, they did face oppression and caste discrimination for many 
centuries in the hands of landlords and other Hindu caste groups. The caste hierarchy and informal 
labour economy left them at a much disadvantage position. The factors such as change in livelihood 
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patterns, impact of mechanisation in agriculture, increase in literacy, and political mobilisation have 
brought drastic changes in the labour process of this village. About half of the labour force has attained 
mobility and moved into non-traditional occupations, some have taken to wage labour in fishing, 
unthinkable as an option for Dalit labourers until recently. The field visit to this village will provide a 
chance to understand the changing socio-economic conditions of the Dalit community. 

 

Industrialisation and fish work – Pettodai (Coordinator: Mehala S. A.) 

The Cuddalore Coast has been classified as one of the highly polluted industrial areas of Tamil Nadu. 
Also, a portion of this district is prone to natural calamities every now and then. In the name of 
development, many industrial units have been established along this coast, producing chemicals, 
petroleum, and petrochemical products. The effluents from these industries are impacting the lives of 
fishers and non-fishers of the areas to a large extent.  

For example, Nagarjuna Oil Corporation Limited (NOCL) is spread over 2186.56 acres of land comprising 
3 revenue villages – Thiruchopuram, Kayalpattu and Kambilimedu. Pettodai is a fishing hamlet situated 
in the Kayalpatu village panchayat with about 125 households. NOCL took various lands (agricultural 
lands, wastelands, and coastal wetlands) to construct its plant in the year 2000. The changes that are 
happening ever since has affected both men and women of the village. It is important to document 
various impacts of industrialisation on commons and lives of fishers. The fieldwork will provide 
opportunities to interact with fishers and understand issues such as land dispossession, alienation, and 
loss of livelihood.  
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Bhavani. R., 2017. “The Curious Disappearance of the Enore Creek”. The Wire 
https://thewire.in/environment/curious-disappearance-ennore-creek 

 

In Season Fish. https://www.inseasonfish.com/ 

Uṅkaḷ mīṉavaṉ mūkkaiyūr (Your fisher from Mookaiyur). https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWy-
8Zcv-qr45CfY6-9ebg/featured 

 
 

 

DAY 1 MONDAY, DECEMBER 2ND  

08:30-09:30 Registration and welcome tea-coffee at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

09:30-10:00 
Formal addresses and general introduction to the Social Sciences Winter School in 
Pondicherry 2019 

10:00-12:30 Plenary talks at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:30 Plenary talks at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

15:45-16:30 Tea-Coffee break at the French Institute of Pondicherry 

16:30-18:00 
Workshops starts 

Introduction to the workshop and self-introduction from all participants and trainers 

DAY 2 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD  

 08:00 Meeting at the French Institute of Pondicherry 

 09:00-13:00 Departure to Cuddalore - Fieldwork in four different locations 

 13:00-14:00 Lunch 

 14:00-16:00 Fieldwork continues 

 17:30 Return to Pondicherry 

 17:45-18:30 Group work session 

DAY 3 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH  

 09:00-11:00 
Learning from Feminist Approaches to Life Narratives 

V. Geetha 

 11:00-11:15 Tea-Coffee break 

 
 

https://thewire.in/environment/curious-disappearance-ennore-creek
https://www.inseasonfish.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWy-8Zcv-qr45CfY6-9ebg/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWy-8Zcv-qr45CfY6-9ebg/featured
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11.15-12:30 
Indian Labour History: An exploration 

Karuna Miryam 

 12:30-14:00 Lunch 

 14:00-15:30 Documentary screening and discussion 

 15:30-15:45 Tea-Coffee break 

 15:45-17:45 
Rebuilding fisher folks’ history from below: Some reflections 

Vareethiah Konstantine 

DAY 4 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5TH  

 09:00-11:00 
Reinventing art, craft and technology in India today 

Denis Vidal 

 11:00-11:15 Tea-Coffee break 

 11:15-12:30 
Retelling histories; Revalourising the Poromboke 

Nityanand Jayaraman 

 12:30-14:00 Lunch 

 14:00-15:30 
Panel discussion (Labour process, species, and market) 

Kingston, Sagayam, and Chaithanya. 

 15:30-15:45 Tea-Coffee break 

 15:45-18:00 Group work session 

DAY 5 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6TH  

 09:00-11:00 Group work / Preparation of the restitution 

 11:00-11:15 Tea-Coffee break 

 11:15-12:30 Group work / Preparation of the restitution 

 12:30-14:00 Lunch 

 14:00-15:30 Group work / Preparation of the restitution 

 15:30-15:45 Tea-Coffee break 

 15:45-18:00 

Group work restitution of project 

Discussion of the results and the workshops 

Valedictory 
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No Name Level University Field of research Email 

1 Ajisha K.V. Ph. D. Candidate 
Tata Institute of Social 

sciences 
Rural Development ajisha.kv51@gmail.com 

2 
Chandramani 

Piyush 
Ph. D. Candidate 

Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences 

Inclusive Development 
and Social Justice 

chandramani.piyush@gmail.com 

3 Dipti  Ph. D. Candidate 
Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences 
Rural Development  diptikashyap131192@gmail.com 

4 Girija Brahma Ph. D. Candidate 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

University 
Social Sciences girijahcu@gmail.com 

5 
Latha Patipanda 

Mallik 
Ph. D. Candidate 

Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences 

Development Studies  pmlatha.sjcblr@gmail.com 

6 
Midhun 

Chnadrababu 
M. Sc. Pondicherry University Disaster Management chichumidhun482@gmail.com 

7 Nehal Ahmed Ph. D. Candidate Jamia Millia Islamia Political Science na82495@gmail.com 

8 
Noushadali 

Kutteerikkunnath 
Ph. D. Candidate 

Central University of 
Punjab 

Political Science noushadkutteeri@gmail.com 

9 
Phibhambha 

Wahlang 
Ph. D. Candidate Pondicherry University International Relations phiba.manbha@gmail.com 

10 Rennu George Ph. D. Candidate Pondicherry University History rennugjmary@gmail.com 

11 
Ram Kishore 

Soren 
M. A. 

Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences 

Social Work rsoren97@gmail.com 

12 
Sangeeta 

Dharmarajan 
Under 

Graduation 
Madras Christian 
College, Chennai 

History sangeetaraj1999@gmail.com 

13 
Sudarsanakumar 

N 
Ph. D. Candidate Pondicherry University 

Indian History & 
Culture 

sudarsannr@gmail.com 

14 Eva Lakra Ph. D. Candidate 
Central University of 

Jharkhand 
Humanitie & Social 

Sciences 
jyotieva1991@gmail.com  

15 
Seema 

Ramamurthy 
Ph. D. Candidate Bharatiar University 

Medical and 
Psychiatric Social Work 

seemaramamurthi@gmail.com 

16 Vivek Raj Ph. D. Candidate 
Banaras Hindu 

University 
Humanities rvivek684@gmail.com 

17 Sanghapal Shinde Ph. D. Candidate 
Solapur University 

Solapur 
Social Sciences sanghapal.shinde287@gmail.com 

18 Balu N.V. M. A. 
Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences 
Development Studies balunvaradaraj2@gmail.com 

19 
Anukuvi 

Thavarasa 
M. A. South Asian University Social Sciences  anukuvi@gmail.com  

20 Bala Harish M. A. Pondicherry University Anthropology balaharish390@gmail.com 

21 Amil Varghese Ph. D. Candidate Pondicherry University History amiluvarghese@gmail.com 

22 Thamarai Selvan Ph. D. Candidate 
Indian Institute of 

Technology Chennai 
History of Technology thamarai.selvan13@apu.edu.in 

23 
Madhu 

Narayanan 
Ph. D. Candidate Madras University Anthropology madhunar@gmail.com 

24 Swathi MP M. Phil. 
Indian Institute of 

Technology Chennai 
Regional Studies  swathiamaya@gmail.com  
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Coordinator: 

 Hélène Guétat-Bernard 
Sociologist and geographer, Head of Social Sciences Department, French Institute of 
Pondicherry (CNRS-MAE), Pondicherry, India 
 

 
Trainers: 

 Danièle Clavel  
Agronomist and plant genetics, CIRAD, UMR AGAP 5Cirad, Inra, Montpellier SupAgro), 
Montpellier, France 

 

 Matthieu Salpeteur  
 Anthropologist, IRD, UMR PALOC (IRD/MNHN), Paris, France 

 

 Salome Yesudas 
 National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj (NIDPR), Center for Agrarian 
Studies, Hyderabad, India 

 

 Soma Kishore Parthasarathy 
 Sociologist, independent researcher, Makaam, India 

 

 Rita Banerji 
Film director,  The Green Hub Project (a North East Network & Dusty Foot Initiative), Assam, 
India Kishore Parthasarathy 

 
 
With the collaboration of Indhubala Khesavan (JNU master student, Ph.D. project), Serlibon Timungpi 
(The Green Hub Project), and Mithra Venkatesh (Krishnaa’s Organic Farm).  

 

 

In a global context of crisis of the conventional food production and processing model, agro-ecology questions the 
contemporary heritage of peasant knowledge regarding the conservation of objects of nature (local seeds and 
breeds) and techniques to maintain soil fertility (including micro hydrology). These seeds, breeds and techniques 
are the result of socio-economic history based on specific cultural context and ecosystem. These have been 
marginalised by colonial and postcolonial development programmes such as recently by the Green Revolution. 
Agro-ecology is based on a dialogue between local and scientific knowledge. Each of these knowledge questions 
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the history of their elaboration, inscribed in a context of intersectionality and gendered power relations that value 
certain propositions and render the others invisible. The workshop will question the socio-environmental heritage 
of agro-ecology and its gender dimensions with an interdisciplinary approach of social sciences and genetics of 
plants.  

Women play a major role in this conservation. There is an inherent gender bias in state policies and agencies and 
its approach for market-oriented agriculture. Although, women’s role in agriculture (their farming practices, 
culinary culture and care, whose purpose is to ensure the maintenance of the life of the community in their 
territory) is increasingly acknowledged. Genetics and epigenetics for adaptation also play a vital resilience role: 
plant knowledge and the way it was built must be unveiled because it holds the responses of societies to the current 
global crisis. India is also rich of highly diverse pastoral systems. Being a key component of local agricultural systems 
and agro-ecology, these contribute in a significant way to the livelihoods of rural people. Indian pastoralists are 
considered as the ‘guardians’ of livestock diversity, as they have created, through centuries of selection, a number 
of local breeds that they maintain in diverse ecosystems and that are well adapted to local ecological and climatic 
conditions. In the same time, cross-breeding supported by dairy development plans tend to erode the genetic 
diversity.  

The workshop focuses on 3 dimensions: a) conceptual contributions on the feminist and decolonial approach of 
agro-ecology as part of a political ecology discussion from India, Africa to South America; b) the heritage of 
biodiversity (from seeds to breeds) and it’s gender understanding at different scales (from the commons, the farm 
fields and to the plate); c) biodiversity and collective identity as a major debate of peasant movements for agro-
ecology.  

The workshop, based on grounded theory and shared experiences between scientists and grassroots organisations 
will be articulated around four focii: a) conceptual contributions on the feminist and decolonial approach of agro-
ecology which questions the ‘sociology of absences’; b) understanding through a systemic concern what is meant 
by preserving the heritage of biodiversity; c) links between biodiversity and identity (from individual ontology to 
collective level) and what methodological tools and strategies can be used to understand and preserve these ‘living 
archives’ (seeds, breeds, recipes); d) a discussion around participatory methods (especially how they are used to 
enriching nutrition program by strengthening local food systems). 

The visit of a farm is part of the methodology to show: i) the articulation between preservation of the local seeds 
and breeds for efficient economic management (productivity, adaptation to climate change) at the scale of the plot 
of land, the farm and the communities; ii) the importance of seeds and breeds as a heritage for the family, the 
village, the communities and what the form of exchanges are; iii) what are the interactions between plants and 
recipes in Tamil food culture? Students, as a participatory methodology, will collect plants and will cook to 
experiment the food processing in the family house kitchen. 

Main Objectives of the workshop: to make known and understood feminist approaches of agro-ecology and 
(feminist) political ecology; to understand the meaning and significance of an engaged research, and the dialogue 
between researchers and activists; to help the students to take into account gender issues in their thesis. 

 

Gutgutia S., Chowdhary K. and Patil R., 2017. “Forest Conservation and Management in 
Pachgaon”. Environment and Ecology. 

http://www.vikalpsangam.org/article/forest-conservation-and-management-in-
pachgaon/#.Xa1LVegzYoA 

FAO, 2012. Invisible Guardians - Women manage livestock diversity. FAO Animal Production and Health, 
Paper No. 174. Rome, Italy. 

Krätli, S., Huelsebusch C., Brooks S., & Kaufmann B., 2013. “Pastoralism: A Critical Asset for Food Security 
under Global Climate Change.” Animal Frontiers, 3(1): 42–50. 

Krishna, S. (ed.), 2009. Genderscapes: Revisioning Natural Resource Management. New Delhi: Zubaan. 

Krishna, S., 2005. “Gendered Price of Rice in North-Eastern India”, Economic and Political Weekly. 40(25): 
2555-2562. https://www.jstor.org/stable/4416784 

http://www.vikalpsangam.org/article/category/environment-ecology
http://www.vikalpsangam.org/article/forest-conservation-and-management-in-pachgaon/#.Xa1LVegzYoA
http://www.vikalpsangam.org/article/forest-conservation-and-management-in-pachgaon/#.Xa1LVegzYoA
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4416784
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Rao, N., 2005. “Gender Equality, Land Rights and Household Food Security: Discussion of Rice Farming 
Systems”. Economic and Political Weekly, 40(25): 2513-2521. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4416780?newaccount=true&read-
now=1&seq=7#references_tab_contents 

Ravera F., Reyes-Garcia V., Pascual U., Drucker A.G, Tarrason D., Bellon M.R, 2019. “Gendered 
agrobioversity management and adaptation to climate change: differentiated strategies in two marginal 
rural areas of India”. Agriculture and Human Values, 36: 455-574. 

Sagari R. Ramdas, & S. Ashalatha, 2016.  Unpacking the 'Poor Productivity' Myth: Women Resurrecting 
Poultry Based Livelihoods in India. Good Practice Note, South Asia Pro Poor Livestock Policy Programme 
India, Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, India. 

 

 
http://www.anthra.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Unpacking-The-Productivity-Myth-SAGP25-
Anthra-1.pdf 

http://www.vikalpsangam.org/article/tag/deccan-development-society-dds 

https://www.mcgill.ca/cine/files/cine/ProcedureManual_Introduction.pdf 

https://india.mongabay.com/2019/07/video-youth-of-northeast-india-use-films-to-tell-stories-about-
their-environment-and-communities/  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4GOw4F29NgZKq_0hnMudxw 

 

DAY 1 MONDAY, DECEMBER 2ND  

08:30-09:30 Registration and welcome tea-coffee at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

09:30-10:00 
Formal addresses and general introduction to the Social Sciences Winter School in 
Pondicherry 2019 

10:00-12:30 Plenary talks at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:30 Plenary talks at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

15:45-16:30 Tea-Coffee break at the French Institute of Pondicherry 

16:30-18:00 
Workshops starts 

Introduction to the workshop and self-introduction from all participants and trainers 

DAY 2 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD  

09:00-09:15 
Opening speech 

Introduction and objectives of the workshops 

09:15-10:15 
Heritage and agro-ecology through a Gender approach. Objectives of the training session  

Hélène Guétat-Bernard 

 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/4416780?newaccount=true&read-now=1&seq=7#references_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4416780?newaccount=true&read-now=1&seq=7#references_tab_contents
http://www.anthra.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Unpacking-The-Productivity-Myth-SAGP25-Anthra-1.pdf
http://www.anthra.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Unpacking-The-Productivity-Myth-SAGP25-Anthra-1.pdf
http://www.vikalpsangam.org/article/tag/deccan-development-society-dds
https://www.mcgill.ca/cine/files/cine/ProcedureManual_Introduction.pdf
https://india.mongabay.com/2019/07/video-youth-of-northeast-india-use-films-to-tell-stories-about-their-environment-and-communities/
https://india.mongabay.com/2019/07/video-youth-of-northeast-india-use-films-to-tell-stories-about-their-environment-and-communities/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4GOw4F29NgZKq_0hnMudxw
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10:15-11:00 
The seed question and the rise of "thing-politic" in Tamil Nadu 

Indhubala Khesavan  

11:00-11:15 Tea-Coffee break 

11:15-12:30 

Biodiversity politics for agro-ecology: strengthening the foundation knowledge for future 
in global South 

Danièle Clavel  

12:30-14:00 Lunch  

14:00-15:30 
Methodological approach: doing a research action project with an engaged perspective 

Soma Kishore Parthasarathy 

15:30-15:45 Tea-Coffee break 

15:45-17:30 
Methodological approach: doing a participatory film research with the communities 

Rita Banerji and Serlibon Timungpi 

DAY 3 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH  

09:00-11:00 
Local breeds in a globalized world: pastoral dynamics and livelihoods in rural India 

Matthieu Salpeteur 

11:00-11.15 Tea-Coffee break 

11.15-12:30 Group work 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:30 
Participatory methods for enriching nutrition by strengthening local food systems 

Salome Yesudas  

15:30-15:45 Tea-Coffee break 

15:45:18:00 Group work 

19:00-21:00 

Film projection at the Alliance Française of Pondicherry 

Absorbing the past for effective futures. Video as tool for documenting indigenous 
knowledge and leveraging community-based conservation action 

Rita Banerji and Serlibon Timungpi, in collaboration with the Lycée Français 

Day 4 Thursday, December 5th  

09:00-12:30 

Krishna organic farm visit and food processing (tamoul recipes): to understand in situ the 
stakes of local seeds and breeds preservation for farm sustainability 

Mithra Venkatesh 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-18:00 Group work  

DAY 5 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6TH  

09:00-12:30 Group work 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:30 Group work 

15:30-15:45 Tea-Coffee break 

15:45-18:00 

Group work restitution of project 

Discussion of the results and the workshops 

Valedictory 
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No Name Level University Field of research Email 

1 Ajeet Singh M. S. W. Pondicherry University Social Work ajeetmswpu@gmail.com 

2 Alolika Mangal M. A. Annamalai University Sociology alolika.pinki@gmail.com 

3 Bhavya M.K. Ph. D. Candidate 
Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences Mumbai  
Social Work  bhavyasherlock@gmail.com 

4 
Challuri Chinna 

Babu 
M. Phil. 

Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences Mumbai  

Rural 
Development 

cchinnababu4@gmail.com 

5 Imran Ahmed Ph. D. Candidate Jamia Millia Islamia Sociology ahmedimran1004@gmail.com 

6 Sabah Hussain Ph. D. Candidate Jamia Millia Islamia 
Gender Politics 

and Laws 
sabahkhan168@gmail.com 

7 Sarthak Malhotra Ph. D. Candidate University of Cambridge  
Social 

Anthropology  
sm2329@cam.ac.uk 

8 Shipra Singh Ph. D. Candidate Delhi University Geography shipra.singhdse@gmail.com 

9 Shruthi M. Phil. 
Indian Institute of 

Technology Bombay 
Planning and 
Development 

shru2k14@gmail.com 

10 Sivaprasath T.R. Ph. D. Candidate Pondicherry University Social work Sivaprasathtr@gmail.com 

11 Kacho Ameer Khan Ph. D. Candidate 
International Institute 

for Population Sciences 
Population 

Studies 
amirnasri11@gmail.com 

12 Khyati Dave Ph. D. Candidate Gujarat University History khyatidave36@gmail.com 

13 Faisal Hassan Ph. D. Candidate 
Aligarh Muslim 

University 
Behavioural 

Sciences 
faisal.hassan@fedi.in 

14 
Monirrujjman 

Biswas 
Ph. D. Candidate 

Jawaharlal Nehru 
University 

Social Sciences monwasman@gmail.com 

15 Mrinalini Paul Ph. D. Candidate 
Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences Mumbai  
Social Work pmrinalini2209@gmail.com 

16 Nida Rahman Ph. D. Candidate 
Aligarh Muslim 

University 
Economics nidarahman88@gmail.com 

17 Anugraha Raj M. Sc. Pondicherry University 
Disaster 

Management 
anugraharaj.drrm@gmail.com 

18 Shreya Sandhu Ph. D. Candidate 
Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences, Mumbai 
Sociology of 
Education 

shreyasinghsandhu@gmail.com 

19 Sujata Jha Ph. D. Candidate Presidency College Sociology Sujata.jha85@gmail.com 

20 
Vidya 

Venkataraman 
M. Sc. Delhi University 

Socio-cultural 
Anthropology 

vidyavenkat95@gmail.com 
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Note: the bios are presented in alphabetic order 
 
ARUN KUMAR A.S. secured his doctoral degree in anthropology from the Pondicherry University, and his 
area of research interest includes media anthropology, social interaction, caste, nationalism, and 
authoritarianism. He is currently working in the Fisher Coast Project looking at the coastal transformation 
due to industrialisation along the Coromandel Coast. 
 
SENTHIL BABU is a historian with the Department of Social Sciences, the French Institute of Pondicherry. 
His research is oriented towards the historical and contemporary relationship between knowledge 
practises and labour in India. He also works on the social history of mathematical practices in early 
modern and colonial south India. He did his PhD. from the Centre for Historical Studies, JNU, New Delhi. 
Some of his other interest areas include the land use practice at the Kaveri deltaic region and the 
dynamics of nature, knowledge, and labour of fishers at the Coramandel Coast of Tamil Nadu.  
 
RITA BANERJI heads Dusty Foot Productions, a wildlife and environment filmmaking and communications 
agency. She is the winner of multiple Green Oscars. She has recently started Green Hub – a community 
and youth-based fellowship, and video documentation centre for work related to the environment and 
social change in North-East India, in collaboration with North-East Network.  
https://www.facebook.com/thegreenhubner/, www.northeastnetwork.org; www.dustyfootindia.com, 
www.facebook.com/pages/Dusty-Foot-Productions/118489981545808 
 
NICOLAS BAUTÈS is a researcher, working in the field of urban studies, social and political geography. He 
has a permanent position at the University of Caen-Normandy (France) as a senior lecturer. For the last 
two years, he took off from regular duties and now works as a Research Fellow at the Department of 
Social Sciences, the French Institute of Pondicherry. He works with city-makers, looking at politics of 
heritage, and analysing social memories of artisans (especially, potters and fishers). In addition, he is 
acting as a coordinator of the IFP Fishercoast team, involved in a research project with fishers of 
Cuddalore.  
 
ANNE CASILE is a Research Fellow at IRD (French National Research Institute for Sustainable 
Development), and a member of the Research Unit PALOC (Patrimoines Locaux and Governance, IRD/ 
National Museum of Natural History) in Paris. She has been assigned by the IRD in India, and is an 
Associate Researcher of the French Institute of Pondicherry (IFP). In the field of spatial and landscape 
archaeology, her research focuses on water management and the relationship between religion, power, 
and water control in the making of places and cultural landscapes in Central India. She is currently 
coordinating an interdisciplinary ANR funded project (MANDU) to investigate the impacts of rainfall 
uncertainty and monsoon anomalies on societal development and vulnerability in medieval times, and 

https://www.facebook.com/thegreenhubner/
http://www.northeastnetwork.org/
http://www.dustyfootindia.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Dusty-Foot-Productions/118489981545808
http://w.ifpindia.org/content/landscapes-and-waterscapes-asia-monsoon-climatic-anomalies-and-societal-dynamics-medieval
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the ways people adapted to hydroclimatic variability, insecurity, and extremes in the semi-arid region of 
Malwa (Madhya Pradesh), around Mandu. 
 
SUKANTA CHAUDHURI is Professor Emeritus at Jadavpur University. He has been Professor of English at 
Presidency College, Kolkata and then at Jadavpur University, where he founded the School of Cultural 
Texts and Records. He has held visitorship at All Souls College, Oxford; St. John’s College, Cambridge; the 
Universities of London, Virginia and Delhi; Loyola University, Chicago; Visva-Bharati; and Jawaharlal 
Nehru University. His chief fields of specialisation are English and European Renaissance studies, textual 
studies, translation, urban studies and digital humanities. His monographs include Renaissance Pastoral 
and Its English Developments (Clarendon Press, 1989), Translation and Understanding (OUP, 1999), and 
The Metaphysics of Text (CUP, 2010). He has edited several texts and collections of essays, including A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream for the Third Arden Shakespeare (2017); a 2-volume Anthology and 
Companion to English Renaissance Pastoral Poetry (Manchester University Press, 2016-18); and The 
Cambridge Companion to Rabindranath Tagore (in press). In digital humanities, he was chief coordinator 
of Bichitra, the online Tagore variorum, and director of two projects for the Endangered Archives 
Programme of the British Library. He was a plenary speaker at the global DH2014 conference. He is 
currently preparing a computer-based historical dictionary of the Bengali language. He has edited 
Bichira: The Making of an Online Tagore Variorum (Springer, 2016). He has translated widely from 
Bengali into English, and from English and Italian into Bengali. He was General Editor of the Oxford 
Tagore Translations. He writes and campaigns on civic and urban issues, especially in Kolkata, and has 
edited the two-volume Calcutta: The Living City (OUP, 1990). 
 
DANIELE CLAVEL is an agronomist from CIRAD (Agap) – France. She has a PhD in Plant breeding and 
adaptation and a Master in Social Sciences for Development. She conducts multidisciplinary approach 
between biological and social sciences, interfacing sciences and society, agro biodiversity, farm seeds 
and knowledge-based development, gender, links ago biodiversity and nutrition diversity, Western 
Africa.  From 1993 to 2003, she worked on groundnut systems in Senegal in the field of plant adaptation 
to drought. She prepared and coordinated two projects related to drought adaptation in Senegal. Since 
2005, her work has enlarged on participatory rural innovations and sustainable development in Africa. 
Currently she manages the transdisciplinary project DIVA involving plant geneticist, socio-
anthropologists and nutritionists, implemented in the Senegal Valley in collaboration with Enda Pronat 
(Senegalese NGO) and producer organisations.  
 
V. GEETHA is an Independent scholar, writer, translator, and historian based in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. Her 
research areas include caste, gender, Tamil society, and history. Also, she is a publisher and co-director 
of Tara Books, an internationally renowned publishing house. She has been active in political struggles 
in Tamil Nadu and various women’s movements in India. Patriarchy (Stree 2007), Gender (Stree 2002), 
and Towards a Non-Brahmin Millenium are few of her path-breaking works. She has also translated two 
of Perumal Murugan’s work. Currently, she is researching on works and thoughts of Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar (Zubaan 2019). 
 
HELENE GUETAT-BERNARD is Professor of Sociology at Toulouse University (ENSFEA), presently Head of the 
Social Sciences Department at the French Institute of Pondicherry, India (UMIFRE 21 (CNRS-MEAE). She 
hold a PhD in socio-economy from EHESS, Paris and was professor of geography for 15 years. She is 
working on gender and rural development, agroecology, local food system, care and ecofeminism in 
different context (India, West Africa, Brazil, France). She has published Verschuur C., Guérin I., Guétat H, 
(éd.), 2014, « Under Development, Gender », London, Palgrave. She participated in the creation of an 
international network on gender and agroecology (last meeting in Recife Brazil in April 2019). 
 
INDHUBALA K. is a research student at CSSS, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Her MPhil 
dissertation dealt with the theoretical question of human-nonhuman relationship, in which it focused 
on the politics of ‘seed’ and the rise of the organic farming movement in Tamil Nadu. She is a part of 
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Tamil student collective in JNU called Tamil Conscience. As a collective, they engage and discuss with the 
questions of caste, nationalism, social movements, gender, language, federalism and environment with 
particular reference to the Tamil scenario. 
 
PRABHAKAR JAYAPRAKASH is a doctoral scholar affiliated with the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, 
and working with the fishers of Pamban Island, Tamil Nadu, for his doctoral work. Broadly, his work falls 
within the paradigm of labour history. He has been in working relationship with the team of Fisher Coast 
Project of IFP for a year since they both have a common area of interest like histories of fishers and 
people’s (digital) archive. 
 
NITYANAND JAYARAMAN is an environmental activist, journalist and a researcher based in Chennai, Tamil 
Nadu. He has a master’s degree in journalism and was initially working with fishers of North America. He 
then went and worked as an Asia editor for a European computer magazine. He came back to India in 
1994 and was working as a travelling journalist and activist for eight years. It was from then that he 
started working on industrial pollution, human rights, and social justice. He has been working with the 
campaign for justice for Bhopal victims since 1996. Currently, he is part of a collective called Vettiver. It 
campaigns against environmental pollution and human rights abuses of corporates.   
 
KANNAN M. is a specialised senior researcher on Contemporary Tamil Language, Literature and History, 
Translation Studies, Indian Media and Cultural Studies, Dalit Literature and Politics and World Literature 
at IFP Pondicherry. Since 1991, he has been leading since the research program on contemporary Tamil 
culture, establishing a collection of sources comprising journals and books in the library of the IFP (French 
Institute of Pondicherry). This research program functions as a bridge linking the isolated fields of 
classical Tamil and contemporary Tamil. The studies, conferences, collections and publications taken up 
by this program, aim to build a Centre for Contemporary Tamil at the IFP. In the framework of this 
program, Kannan M. has supervised more than 30 doctoral students from India and abroad. He has been 
on regular lecture-research visits to Belgium, France, and the USA in several universities (University of 
Namur, Paris III, Sorbonne, INALCO, UC Berkeley, Rutgers University, Princeton, Harvard, etc.). He is an 
active and founding member of the Historical Atlas program at the IFP.  
 
KINGSTON is an artisanal fisher from the village of Mookaiyur, Ramanathapuram district, Tamil Nadu. He 
owns a canoe and also works as a labourer at times in trawlers. He is a creative person with excellent 
knowledge on sea, fishing, and technology. He has been successfully running a YouTube channel called 
‘Uṅkaḷ mīṉavaṉ mūkkaiyūr’ (Your fisher from Mookaiyur) over a year with 518,000 subscribers. It brings 
to light the everyday life of fishers to non-fisher audience. It covers aspects such as labour process, 
species, ways to fish, experiences of fishers, local history, struggles of fishers, and ways to cook sea food 
(link to his channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWy-8Zcv-qr45CfY6-9ebg/featured) 
 
VAREETHIAH KONSTANTINE is an independent writer. He hails from a traditional fishing village from the 
south of Tamil Nadu. Between 1982 and 2018, he was teaching fisheries and animal sciences at a college 
near to his hometown. He has travelled the entire coast of the Indian subcontinent and his preferred 
areas of research includes coastal ecology, fisher folks, and disaster management. He is a famous literary 
figure in Tamil Nadu and was instrumental in carrying forward a literary movement of/on fishers.  
 
CHAITANYA KRISHNA is a wildlife biologist and a co-founder of In Season Fish. This collective works to bring 
together the love for seafood and the environmental conservation. The key stakeholders that it tries to 
persuade are restaurants, seafood industries, and the State. The collective uses innovative ways to take 
this message to the larger public, like websites, virtual and real-world techniques (website, 
https://www.inseasonfish.com/). On professional front, he has experience in environmental, social, and 
governance safeguard mechanism. He has skills to develop corporate sustainability policies and 
frameworks. His other competence includes sustainable finance, corporate sustainability and 
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responsibility, business risk management, and stakeholder engagement. He had received fellowships like 
the Fulbright Fellowship at Princeton University in 2012 and the Change Your World Fellowship in 2011.  
 
JOHN KURIEN is Visiting Professor at the Azim Premji University, Bangalore. He has a PhD. in Social Sciences 
and has vast experience in working with the artisanal fishers of Kerala, India. He had started his career 
as a community organiser with fishers and was involved in their cooperative movement. While working 
at the Centre for Development Studies, Trivandrum, he was instrumental in organizing an international 
conference of fish workers and their supporters in Rome in 1984. It was organized as a parallel event to 
the UN/FAO World Conference on Fisheries. He is one of the founding members of the International 
Collective in Support of Fish-workers (ICSF). After retirement from the Centre for Development Studies, 
he has been working at the Azim Premji University. His areas of interest include natural resource 
management, common property resource management, collective action and rural organisations 
(WorldFish 2015).  
 
KARUNA D.W. MIRYAM is Visiting Professor at the Azim Premji University, Bangalore. She is a historian 
whose interest lies in social and economic history, particularly in the history of labour in the informal 
sector. She holds a PhD from the University of Delhi and was a postdoctoral fellow at the University of 
Oxford. She has worked on the history of handloom weavers in South India, wherein she explored the 
economic restructuring of the industry from the early nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century and the 
impact it had on different kinds of weavers. Currently, she has extended her research to labour in other 
industries and services that occupy the informal sector (such as beedi making, tanning, hotel-work). By 
looking at the complex interactions and conflicts between labour, capital, and the state in these different 
industries, she hopes to work towards a history of the informal sector as a whole.  
 
CHRISTOPHE JALIL NORDMAN is Senior Research Fellow (Directeur de recherche) at the French National 
Research Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD), and is currently assigned to IFP (Pondicherry, 
India) and DIAL (Paris, France). He holds a PhD in development economics from University of Paris-I 
Panthéon-Sorbonne. He has an expertise in socio-economic data collection and analysis. His research 
focuses on the various dimensions of labour in developing countries, including the formation of earnings, 
skills and social networks, discrimination, employment and household vulnerabilities, and the labour 
consequences of migrations. His former regional focus was North and West Africa, Madagascar, Vietnam 
and Bangladesh, where he has acquired over the years an extensive field experience, set up research 
networks and conducted numerous research projects. He is currently in charge of a longitudinal socio-
economic data collection within the Social Sciences Department at IFP (NEEMSIS) focusing on 
households’ financial practises, labour, skills, social networks and mobilities in rural Tamil Nadu (under 
the general framework of the LAKSMI programme he’s coordinating). 
 
SOMA KISHORE PARTHASARATHY, sociologist, is an advisor, policy analyst and independent researcher on 
gender, sustainable development and livelihoods. She is currently self-Employed and coordinates the 
national networks for women farmers land rights (MAKAAM, http://makaam.in/; CFR LA cfrla.org.in) and 
Community forest rights (CFR LA). She has a PhD awarded from Dept of Humanities and Social Sciences 
(HSS), Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (IIT B) 2018. Her topic was: ‘Genderscapes and Natural 
Resource Policy Regimes in Southern Rajasthan: A Feminist Political Ecology Perspective’. She has worked 
for many organisations as a consultant for Collective for Advancement of Women’s land and Livelihoods 
Rights; for International Land Coalition; for IUCN for a project on Gender and climate Change in the 
Indian Himalayas; for Action Aid, India for Study on Gender Natural Resources and changing Social 
Relations, a Case study of Rajasthan, etc. She is also a board member and facilitator positions for various 
organisations. She is also a Policy Research and Advocacy on different topics such as Gender and 
Sustainable Development Forest and Land Rights, Gender and Water Rights, Women’s Education and 
Livelihoods, Gender and Development. 
 

https://neemsis.hypotheses.org/
http://www.ifpindia.org/content/labour-skills-social-networks-and-mobilities-india-laksmi
http://makaam.in/
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SAKAYAM is a writer and a trader from the Pamban Island, Tamil Nadu. He has been involved in the politics 
of small-scale fishers for the last three decades. He had worked with many scholars and has been a key 
stakeholder of fishers in the island. He has written a book recently called Kōvañci Caṅkukaḷ (a type of 
chank).  
 
MATTHIEU SALPETEUR is an anthropologist, researcher at the French National Research Institute for 
Sustainable Development (IRD). Since 2012 he is engaged with pastoralist communities in Gujarat, 
looking at the ways pastoralist livelihoods evolve in a fast-changing sociopolitical and environmental 
context. His research focuses on a range of topics, including the dynamics of local ecological knowledge 
related to pastoralist activities, the impacts of land use changes on access to grazing areas and mobility, 
and breeding-related practices and knowledge. He is part of a newly created network dedicated to the 
research and communication of facts related to pastoralism in India (Indian Pastoralism Network). 
 
KOHILA SENBAGAM is a social worker. She is working with the team of Fisher Coast Project focusing on 
labour, gender and migration. She has experience in trade union movement and labour rights 
organisations, and she holds a master’s degree in social work. 
 
BHAGATH SINGH A. is a trained anthropologist and had doctoral research on fisheries governance along 
the Coromandel coast of Tamil Nadu. He has keen interest in documenting social history and cultural 
practices of the marginalised communities such as Dalits, tribes, and fishers. Currently, he is associated 
with the Fisher Coast Project and concentrating on heritage and social history of fishers. 
 
VENKAT SRINIVASAN is a visiting researcher and archivist at the National Centre for Biological Sciences in 
Bangalore, India (http://archives.ncbs.res.in/). The team is developing templates to pull archival material 
into coherent stories and connect personal stories to established records of a scientific process. Prior to 
this, he was a research engineer at the SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory, Stanford University 
(https://lcls.slac.stanford.edu/overview). He is an independent science writer, with work in The Atlantic 
and Scientific American online, Nautilus, Aeon, Wired, and the Caravan. This intersection of science 
journalism, scientific research and history led to probing ways to building diverse science narratives from 
archival material.  
 
SERLIBON TIMUNGPI is working as a movie’s maker for the North-East Network and Dusty Food Initiative. 
She has done numerous participatory films on indigenous life in North-East Indian context (Nagaland, 
Assam, Meghalaya). She trained the young people and the village women to do documentaries on their 
livelihood and rural knowledge on nature. 
 
DENIS VIDAL is Research Director at IRD (URMIS). He has been teaching at the École des Hautes Études en 
Sciences Sociales (School of Advanced Studies in Social Sciences – EHESS), the Musée du Quai Branly 
(History of Collections), and the Université Paris Diderot. He has been researching on India since his 
doctoral thesis on the worship of local deities in Himachal Pradesh. Few of his works includes archival 
exploration on a small kingdom of Rajasthan (Sirohi), visual contours on Himalayas, economic 
organisation of the bazaar, and visual culture of the old city of Delhi. Currently, he is conducting research 
in collaboration with Dr. Balusubramanian (IFP-Pondicherry) on the artisanal construction of wooden 
cargo ships in Tamil Nadu. 
 
ROLAND WITTJE is Associate Professor of the History of Science and Technology at the Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Madras. He has studied physics and history of science at the University of Oldenburg, 
Germany, and the Norwegian University of Science and Technology in Trondheim. From 2007 to 2014, 
Roland taught history of science at the University of Regensburg, Germany. His research interests include 
the history of the physical sciences and engineering in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, scientific 
instruments, university collections, scientific practice, and the history of scientific and technical 
education. His publications include The Age of Electroacoustics: Transforming Science and Sound (MIT-

http://archives.ncbs.res.in/
https://lcls.slac.stanford.edu/overview
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Press 2016) and Learning by Doing: Instruments and Experiments in the History of Science Teaching 
(edited with Peter Heering, 2012). Roland was Vice-president of Universeum, European association for 
academic heritage from 2011 to 2017 and chaired the working group on Recent Heritage of Science in 
the University. Roland currently works on history of the Indo-German collaboration in establishing IIT 
Madras between 1956 and 1974. He is also in charge of setting up the historical archive of IIT Madras, in 
collaboration with the oral history interviews that are already conducted by the IIT Madras Heritage 
Centre (http://heritage.iitm.ac.in/). 
 
MEHALA S.A. has a PhD in sociocultural anthropology from the Pondicherry University. Her doctoral work 
focused on understanding the marginalisation of the community affected with leprosy and the stigma 
associated with it. She was a recipient of JRF and DAAD fellowships. Her research interests are mainly 
with the marginalised groups. Currently, she is associated with the Fisher Coast Project as Research 
Associate working on the impact of industrialisation on the well-being of the fishers and in coastal 
transformation. 
 
SALOME YESUDAS is from the National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, Center for 
Agrarian Studies, Hyderabad. She has worked for more than a decade with bio-diverse farmers especially 
with women at Farm science centre at Zahirabad in Telangana. She is a consultant, expert in gender, in 
Water and Nutrition. She has worked with FAO national project Andhra Pradesh Farmer Managed 
Groundwater systems project in 6 districts of Andhra Pradesh. She continues to work as a consultant 
with many organisations in India. She is a member of the Nutrition society of India and served IUNS Task 
Force on Indigenous Peoples’ Food Systems and Nutrition, from 2001 to 2012. She has visited 25 
countries as a resource person to train on Food and nutrition insecurity, be keynote speaker or 
participate in international events. She published books, articles, and also edited many documentary 
films with FAO, IDRC, IIED and Down To Earth to mention a few. 
 
BENEDETTA ZACCARELLO is a senior researcher at ‘Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique’ (CNRS, 
France). She works on contemporary philosophy through the study of its manuscript documents and 
archives. Her research aims at understanding the part played by writing in the process of conceptual 
creation, believing such approach enables to uncover the existential, historical and cultural foundations 
of the protean set of thinking practices that form contemporary philosophy. Such dynamic, diachronic 
and genetic approach of the writing of philosophy has led Benedetta Zaccarello to study the forms, 
genres, and literary strategies working through abstract texts on the base of archival documents, so to 
better grasp the epistemic limits, the ambitions and the self-images built up by conceptual research in 
our contemporary times. After working on Paul Valéry’s manuscripts (of which she has edited within an 
international research team the Cahiers 1894–1914 for Gallimard publishing house), as well on the 
manuscripts of Maurice Merleau-Ponty (Recherches sur l’usage littéraire du langage, Genève, 
MetisPresses, 2013), Marguerite Duras and Michel Foucault, Benedetta Zaccarello has started to study 
emblematic transcultural ‘mediator’ philosophers such as Jan Patočka and Aurobindo Ghose, considering 
that codes, styles and cultural traditions constantly interact in contemporary philosophical writing. She 
coordinates with Kannan M. the international seminar ‘What is an archive in India and Europe?’, a 
collaboration between CEFRES (CNRS-MEAE, Prague) and the French Institute of Pondicherry. She is the 
principal investigator of the project ‘AITIA - Archives of International Theory an Intercultural Approach 
to Theoretical Manuscripts’ (2020–2024), an international network financed by CNRS.’ 
 

http://heritage.iitm.ac.in/
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CEFRES – Centre Français de Recherche en Sciences Sociales, Prague 
 
CEIAS – Centre for South Asian Studies, Paris 

 
CNRS – French National Scientific Centre 

 
CSSEIP – Centre for Study of Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy 

 
DIAL – Research Unit "Development, Institutions and Globalisation" (IRD-Université Paris-
Dauphine), Paris 
 
EHESS – Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales 

 
IFP – French Institute of Pondicherry 
 
IIM – Indian Institute of Management  
 
IIT – Indian Institute of Technology 
 
IRD – French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development 

 
JNU – Jawaharlal Nehru University 
 
NIDPR – National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj 
 
MAEDI – French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development 
 
MEAE – French Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs 

 
MIDS – Madras Institute of Development Studies 
 
PALOC – Research Unit “Patrimoines Locaux et Gouvernance” (IRD-National Museum of Natural 
History), Paris 
 
PU – Pondicherry University 

 
TISS – Tata Institute of Social Sciences 
 
UMR – Unité Mixte de Recherche (Research Unit in France) 
 
URMIS – Unité de Recherches Migrations and Société 



 

 

 



 

 

61 Social Sciences Winter School in Pondicherry 2019 

https://winterspy.hypotheses.org 

 

 
 

 

French Institute of Pondicherry, India 

http://www.ifpindia.org/ 

 

Madras Institute of Development Studies 

https://www.mids.ac.in/ 

 

French National Research Institute for Sustainable 
Development, France 

http://en.ird.fr/ird.fr 

 

Centre for South Asian Studies, Paris 

http://ceias.ehess.fr/ 

http://www.ifpindia.org/
https://www.mids.ac.in/
http://en.ird.fr/ird.fr
http://ceias.ehess.fr/
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Patrimoines Locaux, Environnement et 
Globalisation 

http://www.paloc.fr/en 

 

Development, Institutions and Globalization 

http://www.dial.ird.fr/ 

 

Alliance Française of Pondichéry 

https://pondichery.afindia.org/en/  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.paloc.fr/en
http://www.dial.ird.fr/
https://pondichery.afindia.org/en/
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In the framework of an Indo-French partnership between the IFP (French Institute of Pondicherry), PU 
(Pondicherry University), IRD (French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development), and 
CEIAS (Centre for South Asian Studies), the first edition of the Social Sciences Winter School was held in 
2014 under the initiative of Rémy Delage (CNRS, CEIAS, associated with the IFP), Thanuja Mummidi 
(Centre for Study of Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy, Pondicherry University) and Christophe Jalil 
Nordman (IRD, DIAL and IFP). Together, these three scholars are at the origin of the SSWSP project and 
designed its model and objectives. Anne Casile (IRD, PALOC and IFP) joined their team in 2016. The role 
of the steering committee, which they formed together, was to ensure information flow and strategic 
communication among various institutional partners and donors, to prepare funding proposals and to 
scientifically coordinate the event from its inception until its end and follow up. A scientific committee 
comprising 16 members (equally French and Indians from institutional partners) was also created in 
order to ensure scientific relevance and visibility of the event in its inception. 

This first edition (2014) was held at the School of Social Sciences and International Studies of Pondicherry 
University and focused on "Health and Societal Challenges". Three editions (2016, 2017, 2018) followed 
and took place at PU (for the inauguration and plenary session) and the IFP (for the rest of SSWSP). The 
three following editions focused on "Mobility and Social Dynamics" (2016), "Water and Socio-
Environmental Challenges" (2017), and "Labour and Development" (2018). The target audience is 
students from all fields of social sciences (Master 2 or Ph.D.), young researchers based in India and 
abroad. 

Thanks to the recurrent logistic, institutional and financial supports of PU (CESSEIP), IFP, IRD (and its 
research unit DIAL), CEIAS, and to funding agencies (heSam in 2014, PSL in 2016, Bonjour India in 2017, 
among others), the collaborative work between the steering and scientific committees has made 
possible the success and establishment of this now major event in the academic landscape of social 
sciences in India. It should be mentioned here that this event would have never been possible without 
the active presence of motivated students and committed trainers from all over India (see details here: 
https://winterspy.hypotheses.org/outputs), as well as from Sri Lanka, France, Germany, England, the 
United States, Switzerland, and elsewhere, and without the help of dedicated students.  
 
 
 

https://winterspy.hypotheses.org/outputs
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For this 2019 edition, the institutional and collaborative frame is remodelled and involves a new 
partnership between the MIDS (Madras Institute of Development Studies), the French Institute of 
Pondicherry, the IRD and the CEIAS. According to the main targeted topics of future editions, this 
partnership frame shall extend to further institutions, the objectives being to create the best conditions 
to sustain financially and scientifically the event in the coming years.  
 
The preparation and monitoring of the 2019 edition has been handled collectively by a group of 
established scholars, research associates and assistants, students, administrators and engineers from 
the IFP, the MIDS, and the IRD, thanks to the active participation of Senthil Babu (IFP, researcher), 
Tanushree Baliyarsingh (IFP, administration), Nicolas Bautès (IFP, researcher), Anne Casile (IRD 
researcher), Hélène Guétat-Bernard (IFP, researcher, Head of Social Sciences Department), Cécile 
Hoorelbeke (IFP, General Secretary), Jayakumar (IFP, technician), Frédéric Landy (IFP, Director), 
Christophe Jalil Nordman (IRD, researcher), Prabhakar Jayaprakash (Ph.D. student, TISS), Sandeepan 
Sharma (main SSWSP assistant at the IFP), Vijayabaskar (MIDS, researcher), Benedetta Zaccarello 
(CNRS, researcher).  
 
The main coordination for the overall organisation (communication monitoring, website management, 
logistic aspects of the event) has been ensured by Tanushree Baliyarsingh, Anne Casile, Hélène Guétat-
Bernard, Cécile Hoorelbeke, Christophe Jalil Nordman, and Sandeepan Sharma. 
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 The registration and payment of fees will happen at 8.30 am on Monday 2nd December, 2019, 
at the Auditorium of the Alliance Française, 58 Suffren Street. The inaugural and plenary 
sessions will follow on the same place. 

 
 

 

 The trainers will be lodged at the Hotel Atithi, 126, S. V. Patel Salai, Near Ajantha Signal, 
Pondicherry. 

 The trainees will be housed in Pleasant Inn, 33, Ranga Pillai Street, next to Nilgiri's Super 
Market of Pondicherry. 

 
 

 
First session starts 09:00 

 
Lunch 12:30-14:00 

 
Last session ends  17:30 or 18:00 

 
Dinner 19:00 onward 

18:00-19:00 on Wednesday (dinner which will be followed 
by the projection of a film at the Alliance Française of 
Pondicherry) 
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 The inaugural, plenary sessions on Monday December 2nd will be held in the Alliance 
Française (Auditorium), 58 Suffren Street, in the White Town of Pondicherry. 

 The three workshops from Tuesday December 3rd to Friday December 6thwill be held at the 
French Institute of Pondicherry. 

 All students and participants are expected to be punctual. Attendance of the enterity of 
workshops and plenary sessions is compulsory. 

 
 

 All participants need to check out from the guesthouse and hotel at noon on Saturday 
December 7th. 

 
 

 Sandeepan Sharma  +91 95 97 54 16 25 
 Anne Casile    +91 97 86 27 91 64 
 Christophe Jalil Nordman  +91 70 94 38 48 45 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

67 Social Sciences Winter School in Pondicherry 2019 

https://winterspy.hypotheses.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  



 

68 Social Sciences Winter School in Pondicherry 2019 

https://winterspy.hypotheses.org 

 
 



69 Social Sciences Winter School in Pondicherry 2019 

https://winterspy.hypotheses.org 



 

70 Social Sciences Winter School in Pondicherry 2019 

https://winterspy.hypotheses.org 



71 Social Sciences Winter School in Pondicherry 2019 

https://winterspy.hypotheses.org 

 
  



 

72 Social Sciences Winter School in Pondicherry 2019 

https://winterspy.hypotheses.org 

 

 

 





So
ci

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

W
in

te
r 

Sc
ho

ol
 in

 P
on

di
ch

er
ry

https://winterspy.hypotheses.org/


	Page vierge
	Page vierge

