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EDITORIAL

 Sustainable Development: events in 
Bangalore and Mumbai

In the context of the Festival Bonjour India, the Scientific 
Services of the French Embassy in India, in collaboration 
with the CSH, IFP, the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) 
at Bangalore and the financial support of AFD, ADEME, 
CNRS, IDDRI, and INRA  organised the workshop and 
conference Science, Technology and Humanities – a tryst with 
sustainable development between 27 - 29 January 2010. 

The conference was organised around 6 thematic 
panels – biodiversity, climate change, water resources, 
agriculture and rural development, waste management, 
towards a post-carbon society. 
 
In the debates on biodiversity and climate change, what 
strikes us most is the uncertainty around the scientific 
debates on these themes. There was a fine equilibrium 
between papers that presented technical results and 
papers that were on the problems of conservation (B.R. 
Ramesh and K.N. Ganeshaiah).  The papers by Professors 
R. Sukumar and J. Srinivasan presented global climate 
change as a consequence of anthropogenic emissions 
of GHG and the relationship between monsoons and 
climate change. 

While the articles of Professors Sukumar, Srinivasan 
and Mujumdar informed us about the physical processes 
of climate change and how this impacts the monsoons, 
biodiversity and hydrology, the other presentations of 
this panel concentrated on questions of conservation in 
anthropogenic milieux and the necessity of an international 
governance on biodiversity and ecosystem services. A 
large instrument of CNRS - the Ecotron - was presented 
by Jacques Roy. This instrument should enable the rapid 
development of experiments in ecology (particularly 
for testing theories in ecology and in the construction 
and implementation of experiment designs…) and to 
complement field studies.

Dr Mohanty presented from the French experience a 
number of tools (public regulation, public administration, 
local public goods) used for reducing GHG emissions. 

The presentations of sessions 3 and 5 centred principally 
around the management of water resources in a context 
where water availability can diminish due to climate 
change, and its quality can deteriorate because of 
pollution and human activity. 

The papers by Dr Bandyopadhyay, Rao and Dörfliger 
described the processes of pollution, the technical 
condition of the water, the critical or semi-critical situation of 
surface or underground water. From these presentations 
and their technical aspects we see that the question of 
infrastructures, investments, local governance and public 
policies are at the centre of the debates. It is necessary 
to integrate technical solutions and management tools. 

Arnaud Reynaud presented an integrated model of water 
management (MoGIRE) which optimises the allocation 
of water in order to maximise the social surplus from 
water consumption of a set of actors (urban and rural 
zones, agriculturists, local municipal bodies) under a set 
of network constraints on water supply and an optimal 
regulator. 

The session on waste management was very animated. 
The presentations were on Indian systems of SWM (Solid 
Waste Management) in major cities. The demand for 
SWM is high in these cities. Solutions are both technical 
and political. While technical solutions exist, the gap in 
governance and the implementation of policies was an 
essential element of the debate. The presentation of 
Sanjay Srivastava of Veolia launched a debate on the 
merits and demerits of privatisation of public services, 
both in France and India. 

The 4th session centred around the theme of agriculture 
and rural development with a focus on food security. 
In India this question is of importance because of the 
proportion of the population dependent on agriculture. 
However, as Dr Basudeb Chaudhuri pointed out, it does 
not need to be an unquestioned dogma that each country 
needs to produce the food needed to feed its entire 
population in an interdependent world where one has the 
possibility of trading and buying food in exchange for other 
goods. Dr Abrol pointed out that important degradations of 
the environment had taken place because of productivity 
gains in agriculture, and important policy changes needed 
to be carried out to manage biodiversity, preserve the 
topsoil, reduce GHG emissions, etc.
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During the sessions on post-
carbon societies where a number of 
innovative products with low carbon 
emission were presented, the need 
for a regulatory authority which 
would offer economic agents a 
normative framework and incentives, 
became apparent. Here also, as in 
the last session on construction and 
materials for energy efficiency, as 
also for the management of SWM 
and of water, technical solutions are 
never enough, behavioural changes, 
organisational innovations and new 
governance mechanisms have to 
be devised constantly. 

In spite of the impressive volume, 
diversity and quality of the papers 
presented there remained some 
gaps that need to be addressed 
in further cooperative research.  
Hence, we can say that the tryst 
has been met partially rather than 
substantially. Next year, it will be 
25 years since the publication of 
the Brundtland Report that started 
off the sustainable development 
question and defined the concept. 
The time has come to analyse the 
achievements of research and 
policy action in diverse spheres. We 
suggest a conference that can bring 
together research teams that have 
worked on this question. This should 
be a fully international conference. 
Some of the issues on which we 
were unable to get contributors at 
this conference, such as ethics, 
law, the principle of precaution, and 
the abiding question of government 
failures versus market failures 
were not fully addressed. We hope 
the participants had enjoyed the 
experience sufficiently to develop 
research contacts in the future and 
further strengthen collaborative 
international research in this area. 
From an interdisciplinary point of 
view, this conference gave us the 
occasion to exchange ideas and 
could be the basis for opening up 
deeper collaborations.
 
The CSH, which has an MoU 
with the Indira Gandhi Institute of 
Development Research (IGIDR) 
in Mumbai, was also involved in 
the organisation of ISSF 2010 

(International Symposium on a 
Sustainable Future). The objective 
of this Symposium was to provide 
a forum to present and discuss 
research and action based 
approaches. Of special interest 
were those related to Life Cycle 
Thinking, which are used in 
achieving sustainability, and are 
being promoted by the UNEP. The 
Symposium covered concepts, 
methodology and case studies on 
sustainability aspects of energy 
and environment sectors. For more 
information, please visit http://www.
igidr.ac.in/ISSF-2010/

Velayoudom Marimoutou
Director, Institut Français de Pondichéry
ifpdir@ifpindia.org

Basudeb Chaudhuri
Director, Centre de Science Humaines
basudeb.chaudhuri@csh-delhi.com

had become evident because of the 
accumulation of thousands of digital 
images collected during field-trips 
over the last few years.  These images 
were not being documented and 
information related to them was getting 
lost or mislaid, thus rendering the 
pictures almost useless to posterity.  
Furthermore, the original aspect 
of most temples and inscriptions is 
disappearing at a fast pace because 
of well-meant but ill-considered 
renovations, heavy plastering, painting, 
and insufficiently careful anastylosis.  
As a result, archaeologists, art 
historians and epigraphists struggle 
to keep records of the temples in their 
oldest shape, and the only way at our 
disposal is to take pictures before their 
renovation. Besides, natural forces 
that cause erosion (wind, rain, age) 
are also important factors contributing 
to the change and sometimes loss of 
monuments and inscriptions, or parts 
of them. The choice of the sites to 
photograph depends on our academic 
activities. 

We are concentrating at the moment 
on the oldest sites in Tamil Nadu, 
that is, the sites of the Pallava and 
Pandyan dynasties, as well as on 
early Chola temples. To date, our 
focus ends generally with 11th century 
temples. We have already classified 
more than 8000 pictures in a data-
base that will be integrated in 2010 
into the database of the Paris office of 
the EFEO, along with the collections of 
the EFEO’s other Centres in Asia. This 
database uses Actimuséo, the software 
adopted by the Louvre museum, and 
offers many search facilities. This 
will create a pan-Asian photo-archive 
centralised in Paris. Such a resource 
of photographic documents will help in 
developing studies on South Indian art 
and history and will, we hope, go some 
way to compensate for the galloping 
loss of artefacts from the past.

Contact: Dr. Valérie Gillet
valerie.gillet@gmail.com

FOCUS
 South Indian Temple 
Archives (SITA)

Amassing photographic archives has 
a long tradition in the EFEO.  Such 
work began in Pondicherry, in close 
collaboration with the IFP, in the year 
1956 under the supervision of the 
eminent scholar P. Z. Pattabiramin.  
In 1971, he was succeeded in this by 
another well-known and industrious 
EFEO scholar, Françoise L’Hernault, 
until her untimely demise in 1999.  A 
little more than 50 years later, a new 
type of data-base has been launched 
at the Pondicherry Centre of the EFEO, 
using the new technological means at 
our disposal, and it has been named 
SITA (South Indian Temple Archives).

The first part of this two-branched 
digital Archive supervised by V. Gillet 
(EFEO) focuses on iconography and 
architecture, while the second branch 
concentrates on the inscriptions. The 
need for constituting this Archive 

http://www.igidr.ac.in/ISSF-2010/
http://www.igidr.ac.in/ISSF-2010/
mailto:ifpdir%40ifpindia.org?subject=
mailto:basudeb.chaudhuri%40csh-delhi.com?subject=
mailto:valerie.gillet@gmail.com
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 The Making of Indian 
Engineers

Among the new professions that have 
emerged since the 1950s, engineers 
are the most eminent groups to have 
gained a great amount of social 
recognition and prestige, far ahead of 
lawyers, doctors and those belonging 
to intellectual professions. Principal 
actors of Indian economic and industrial 
development, symbol of Indian 
modernity, mostly highly successful in 
the US, engineers are in a profession 
that many urban middle class families 
push their children (preferably boys 
rather than girls) to get into. Benefiting 
from the import substitution industrial 
State policy initiated by Jawaharlal 
Nehru after Independence, engineers 
have expanded in number and shifted 
to new specialisations from the 1980s 
onwards, with the liberalisation of the 
economy and the export oriented policy 
defended by private entrepreneurs and 
regulated by the State. We hypothesise 
that within half a century, Indian 
engineers who were closely linked with 
the State in the fifties and the sixties 
are by and large now dependant on 
market forces.

Yet the sociology of professions is 
not a well-developed field of research 
in Indian sociology, despite the 
fact that the Indian caste system, 
whose religious and political aspects 
have been laboriously worked 
upon by scholars, rely partly on the 
specialisation of occupations and the 
social division of labour. Among the 
modern professions that have emerged, 
only the most ancient, i.e. doctors and 
lawyers whose genesis dates back to 
the colonial era, have been studied 
and that too not very thoroughly. 
Academic studies dealing with the 
sociology of Indian engineers are 
almost non-existent, and only recently 
has the Information Technology 
(IT) sector attracted the attention of 
social anthropologists. However, we 
almost know nothing about the social 

background of engineers whatever 
be their specialised disciplines. This 
project, co-directed by Roland Lardinois 
(CSH) and Vigneswara Ilavarasam 
(IIT-Delhi), aims at filling up these gaps 
and will focus on four main themes: the 
history and structure of the engineers 
as professional groups embedded in 
a hierarchical and ordered society; 
degrees, labour market, employment 
and work; engineering ethics and 
values in a multi-denominational 
society; and the gender issues.

Contact: Dr. Roland Lardinois
roland.lardinois@gmail.com  

 Critical edition of the 
Sukshmagama

As a continuation of one of the 
foundationary projects of IFP, namely, 
the critical edition and publication of 
the hitherto unpublished saivagamas, 
the Sukshmagama was taken up 
for critical edition in 2008. It is being 
carried out mainly on the basis of the 
valuable IFP collections of palm-leaf 
manuscripts and paper transcripts.  
The first volume is planned to appear 
early 2010.

Dealing mostly with various types of 
rites of which some are very interesting 
in their details, the Sukshmagama 
is a voluminous text composed of 
approximately 3000 verses spread 
over more than one hundred chapters. 

Many of the rites explained here 
seem to have some new features not 
generally found in other agamas. The 
Sukshmagama seems to preserve 
certain classical features and we also 
come across a strong tendency to 
orientate towards the vedic paradigm 
characterised by the incorporation of 
many vedic mantra-s.

The details found in the preparatory 
rites and in the performance of 
the grand festival (mahotsava) are 
interesting.

Publication of the Sukshmagama will 
definitely be useful for a comparative 
study and research on the evolution 
and development of saiva rituals on 
the basis of original texts. 

Contact: Dr. T. Ganesan
ganesan@ifpindia.org 

RESEARCH
CSH

 Women in Palanpur

As part of a four-month internship at 
CSH, the project looked at the status of 
women in Palanpur, which is a village 
in Uttar Pradesh and whose growth 
and development have been studied 
over almost six decades. Quantitative 
data as well as interviews of married 
women in Palanpur in 2008-2009 were 
used to examine women’s autonomy, 
which can be broadly defined as the 
extent to which they have control over 
their own lives. Taking women’s life in 
Palanpur into account, six autonomy 
indicators were focused upon: 
economic decision-making, paid work, 
mobility, freedom from threat, media 
exposure and civic life. 

Differences were showed within the 
village. It was argued that female 
autonomy is a multidimensional 
phenomenon, the results varying 
greatly, depending on the indicator 
used. On one hand, there are “high 
caste”, educated, young or wealthy 
women, who rank very low for the 
indicators of mobility. They form a 
small part of the proportion of women 
working, but are likely to have more 
access to the media, more often have 
their own bank or post accounts, and 
would be less often beaten by their 
husbands. On the other hand, old, 
“scheduled caste” women, women 
with more children or those in poorer 
households may enjoy more mobility 
because they have to work and 
participate more in civic life, but will 

mailto:roland.lardinois%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ganesan%40ifpindia.org%20?subject=
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rank lower for indicators related to 
wealth. However, female literacy has 
increased impressively (4% to 66% 
for girls aged 14-17 years between 
1993 and 2008), fostering the hope 
that Palanpur women would be able 
to take charge of their own lives and 
achieve higher levels of autonomy in 
the future.

Contact: Rosalinda Coppoletta
rosa.coppoletta@gmail.com

 Investigating the causes 
of poverty in Orissa through 
the “fractal poverty trap” 
framework
 
This research is part of the broader 
project “Economic Reforms, Regional 
Economies and Evolving Federal 
Governance” led by Dr. Loraine 
Kennedy. Since the 1990s, the relaxing 
of control of the Central Government 
over the states’ administration has 
cleared a new decisional space for 
them to shape their own development 
strategies. Meanwhile, disparities 
among Indian states have increased. 
Orissa is today one of the poorest 
states of India. 

Through this research, we try to 
explore the causes of poverty in this 
state, using as a tool the theoretical 
framework developed by Christopher 
Barrett and Brent Swallow (2006). 
According to them, poverty traps (any 
self-reinforcing mechanism that causes 
poverty to persist) may be at play at 
different levels of aggregation (micro, 
meso, macro) that are interlinked 
through feedback effects. They have 
constructed their model on the following 
hypothesis: agents at different levels 
(households, governments etc.) follow 
different strategies that are determined 
by the resources they own, and the 
constraints and opportunities they face. 
These strategies transform resources 
into incomes that do not necessarily 
raise a household above the poverty 

line (e.g. in the case of low-return 
strategies). 

The purpose of this study is to see 
whether at the micro level (in two 
villages) people are caught in a poverty 
trap. The answer to this question will be 
analysed using Barrett and Swallow’s 
framework, i.e. how the micro scale is 
linked to the meso and macro scales 
(Is there any coordination failure? 
Economic dysfunctional institutions? 
Spillover effects? etc.) 

An approach from the point of view 
of the actors themselves is used to 
isolate their strategies. Therefore, this 
research is mostly based on primary 
data from field work: qualitative 
interviews with government officials 
and a survey were conducted in two 
villages (one in Puri district, the other in 
Koraput). The results of this research 
will be presented in June 2010 in a 
final dissertation written for a Masters 
degree on Economic Development at 
Sciences Po Paris.

Contact: Kim Robin
kim.robin@sciences-po.org

 Political management and 
conflicts around the Gosikhurd 
large dam

This research deals with a multi-
purpose river-basin project in the 
region of Vidarbha, Maharashtra. 
The impounding of the Gosikhurd 
large dam is supposed to increase 
considerably the region’s irrigation 
potential and therefore clear its long 
decried economic backlog in contrast 
to Western Maharashtra. 

The present work deals with the 
economic stakes of displacement 
and resettlement in the village of 
Ambhora Khurd in the district of 
Nagpur. The ethnographic studies 
undertaken so far have looked at the 
political economy of the project on one 

hand, and on the other hand focused 
on the effects of displacement and 
resettlement at a local level. Since 
January 2004, these processes have 
been observed through multiple stays 
in the village of Ambhora Khurd. This 
large agrarian multi-caste village offers 
an opportunity to analyse the ways in 
which displacement, resettlement and 
rehabilitation are negotiated among 
social groups, villages and vis-à-vis 
the state. 

Is the Gosikhurd dam going to produce 
similar effects of impoverishment and 
social downgrading as it has been 
regularly witnessed in other projects? 
What is the meaning of benefit-sharing 
in the case of affected villages where 
one is unequally prepared to anticipate 
and adjust to the major upheaval of 
relocation? How will villagers deal with 
the paucity of land in the new area?

The current research work will 
continue to study the evolution of this 
village during its process of relocation. 
The findings of the study on Ambhora 
Khurd and its neighbouring villages, 
where the families are being resettled, 
seek to highlight the role of various 
social agents in defining and redefining 
the project’s course: landed gentries, 
government officials, politicians, local 
pressure groups, and last but not 
least, the resettlement movement of 
the displaced. 

Contact: Joël Cabalion
joel.cabalion@csh-delhi.com

IFP

 Pl@ntGhats

Bringing out broad scale syntheses 
on geographical distributions of plant 
species is quintessential for assessing 
the size of species’ ranges, identifying 
species’ assemblages, and sorting 
out ecological factors influencing 
distributions of both individual species 
and plant communities. Such results 

mailto:rosa.coppoletta%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:kim.robin%40sciences-po.org?subject=
mailto:joel.cabalion%40csh-delhi.com?subject=
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are requested to manage plant 
diversity and vegetation resources 
on a sustainable basis, predict how 
geographic ranges may be altered by 
ongoing global changes and assess 
the relative vulnerability of species and 
phytocoenoses.

Pl@ntGhats is a case study focusing 
on the distribution of tree species in 
the Western Ghats (WG) biodiversity 
hotspot, which has two complementary 
components: 1) the development of 
an integrative data platform in order 
to gather all available information 
on occurrences of tree species in 
the WG, which is expected to initiate 
a citizen-science activity through a 
webportal to complement information 
collected by professional botanists 
with amateurs’ observations; 2) based 
on these data, the modelling of the 
underlying geographical distribution 
of individual plant species according 
to bioclimatic and anthropogenic 
constraints, which is expected to help 
in assessing species vulnerability, 
predicting potential extinction risks 
due to climate change and increasing 
anthropogenic pressure, and defining 
species conservation priorities.

This project in supported by a four-
year grant in the framework of Pl@
ntNet flagship programme of Agropolis 
Fondation (http://www.agropolis-
fondation.fr). A first visible result 
expected early in 2010 is the online 
publication of the IFP herbarium 
database through its Western Ghats 
Forest Biodiversity Portal (http://www.
ifpindia.org/biodiversityportal/).

Contact: Dr. Raphaël Pélissier
raphael.pelissier@ifpindia.org
Dr. B. R. Ramesh
ramesh.br@ifpindia.org
 
  Rescuing Tamil Customary 
Law
This project aims at creating a unique 
database of documents and recordings 
regarding customary law in the Tamil 
region.

Though India’s rich legal history and 
traditions have attracted great interest 
from historians, anthropologists and 
legal scholars, very little is known on 
actual practices, procedures and legal 
reasoning of these caste-based judicial 
assemblies. The lack of scholarship 
on this important institution is partly 
explained by the absence of written 
evidence and records but also the 
relative scarcity of ethnographic 
observation.

The urgency of conducting extensive 
fieldwork on this issue is twofold. On 
one hand, we know that handwritten 
documents were produced as of 
the 1860s, maybe earlier, referring 
to the settlement of dispute in the 
village settings. However, they have 
failed to attract the attention of either 
historians or anthropologists –and 
this despite M.N. Srinivas’s entreaty 
(1959). Such documents, which offer 
a unique window onto social and 
judicial features of Tamil rural history, 
are rapidly deteriorating and therefore 
need to be located and digitally copied 
before they quite literally disintegrate.

On the other hand, the project 
team members (S. Ponnarasu, D. 
Chakravarthy and V. Kirushnasamy) 
are also conducting  extensive 
interviews on the issue of contemporary 
procedures and practices of village 
judicial assemblies in specific target 
areas (Kallar Nadu, Kongu Nadu), 
especially in the sensitive context of 
the recent criminalisation of this caste-
based institution. 

This pilot project is funded by the 
Endangered Archives programme 
(British Library) supported by Arcadia: 
http://www.bl.uk/about/policies/
endangeredarch/homepage.html

Contact: Dr Zoé E. Headley
zoeheadley@gmail.com
Dr M. Thanuja
thanuja.sei@pondiuni.edu.in

 PHARMASUD (India vs. 
Brazil)
 
While works on pharmaceutical 
innovation in the countries of the 
South have been predominantly 
centered in the past on the model 
of technological dependence and 
transfer of technologies coming from 
laboratories of northern countries, 
we study innovation models that 
stem from southern countries, and 
that represent alternatives both to 
the chemical screening model of the 
post-war era, and to the appropriation 
systems by means of patents. These 
models produce local knowledge in 
response to global constraints; they 
contribute towards the emergence of 
global markets and new regulations 
with regard to quality and intellectual 
property. Our research explores in this 
context new systems of production, 
mobilisation and transfer of knowledge, 
related to the invention of drugs in two 
countries called to play a growing role 
in the pharmaceutical economy, and 
more broadly in the world economic 
regulation, namely India and Brazil.

The three-year Pharmasud 
Programme (“Local knowledge, market 
construction and globalisation: two 
regimes of pharmaceutical innovation 
in the South”) has been launched in 
December 2009 under the auspices 
of the French National Agency for 
Research (ANR). It is jointly led by the 
IFP and the CERMES in Paris. The 
research in India, which is coordinated 
by the IFP, more specifically examines 
contemporary innovation in the 
Ayurvedic industry.
 
Contact: Dr. Laurent Pordié
laurent.pordie@ifpindia.org

EFEO

 Documentation of Tamil 
Inscriptions found in Karnataka 
State

http://www.agropolis-fondation.fr
http://www.agropolis-fondation.fr
http://www.ifpindia.org/biodiversityportal/
http://www.ifpindia.org/biodiversityportal/
mailto:raphael.pelissier%40ifpindia.org?subject=
mailto:ramesh.br%40ifpindia.org?subject=
http://www.bl.uk/about/policies/endangeredarch/homepage.html
http://www.bl.uk/about/policies/endangeredarch/homepage.html
mailto:zoeheadley@gmail.com
mailto:thanuja.sei@pondiuni.edu.in
mailto:laurent.pordie%40ifpindia.org?subject=
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The majority of Tamil inscriptions 
found in Karnataka State have been 
published long ago with transliteration 
and translation in volumes of 
Epigraphia Carnatica and republished 
by the Kannada Institute, Bangalore 
a few years ago. These epigraphs, 
dating from the 9th to the 18th century 
A.D., have tended to be neglected by 
historians of the statecraft, religion and 
culture of Tamil Nadu. 

Furthermore, closer examination 
of these volumes reveals that the 
published texts contain omissions of 
some vital portions. And many errors of 
transliteration are to be found, perhaps 
in part because the epigraphists who 
copied them were Kannada-speakers. 
We have therefore decided to make 
a new survey of these inscriptions by 
photographing and documenting them. 
The Officers of the Archaeological 
Survey of India at Mysore are helping 
us in this venture. Every year, for 
the past three years, we have been 
undertaking a survey for a week to nine 
days. So far, 97 villages in 17 taluks in 
Mysore, Bangalore and Kolar districts 
have been covered and more than 180 
Tamil inscriptions have been digitised. 
Among these 180 Tamil inscriptions, 
4 were hitherto wholly unknown and 
remain unpublished.

Contact: Dr. G. Vijayavenugopal
gvvg@efeo-pondicherry.org

EVENTS 
SEMINARS / WORKSHOPS / 
ROUND TABLES / LECTURES
(For more information, please consult 
our respective websites)

CSH/IFP

International workshop and conference 
Science, Technology and Humanities 
– a tryst with sustainable development 
held at Bangalore from 27-29 January 
2010, as part of the programme 

BONJOUR INDIA. (For details, see 
EDITORIAL) 

Contact: 
Prof. Velayoudom Marimoutou
ifpdir@ifpindia.org
Dr. Basudeb Chaudhuri
basudeb.chaudhuri@csh-delhi.com

CSH

 

Book release of Governing India’s 
Metropolises edited by Joël Ruet 
and Stéphanie Tawa Lama-Rewal, 
organised by Taylor and Francis 
Books India (Routledge) at the India 
International Centre, New Delhi on 25 
August 2009. 

This volume is based on a series of 
case studies from Delhi, Hyderabad, 
Kolkata, and Mumbai and deals 
with six public services: water and 
sanitation, solid waste collection, PDS, 
slum development, primary education, 
healthcare. It analyses the changes 
that have taken place in governance 
over the last 15 years as a result of 
liberalisation and decentralisation. 

The release was followed by a panel 
discussion, chaired by Dr. George 
Mathew, Founder Director, Institute 
of Social Sciences, New Delhi. The 
panelists were Dr. Amita Baviskar, 
Associate Professor, Institute of 
Economic Growth, University of 
Delhi and Dr. Awadhendra Sharan, 
Associate Professor, Centre for the 
Study of Developing Societies, New 
Delhi. 

The discussion revolved around urban 
governance today that is characterised 
by a multiplicity of actors involved 
in the management of local affairs. 
The editor and contributors of the 
volume answered questions from the 
discussants as well as the audience.  

Contact: Dr. Marie-Hélène Zérah
zerah@ird.fr

International conference Central Asia, 
the new “Great Game” between the 
emerging powers of China and India, 
co-organised by the CSH, IFEAC-
Tashkent and CEFC-Hong Kong at 
India International Centre, New Delhi 
from 14-15 October 2009.

A comparative study of the two great 
demographic powers of the world 
– China and India – has become an 
established theme in research in this 
area. Their mutual relations as well 
as their global geopolitical vision are 
relatively better-known, while their 
attitude towards Central Asia remains 
for long unexplored. However, Central 
Asia, bordering onto China and 
separated from India by Afghanisthan, 
is now becoming as important to New 
Delhi as it has been to Beijing. The 
analysis of this triangle China-India-
Central Asia helps us better understand 
the grounds for a new ‘world order’ 
where these two emerging non-
European powers – India and China 
– have come to disturb the traditional 
Russo-American ‘Great Game’ in the 
heart of the old continent.

In the conference, scholars from 
India, France, China and Central 
Asia tried to analyse the issue from 
three broad perspectives: geopolitical 
and geo-strategic; economic; and 
cultural. They also sought to analyse 
questions related to the process of 
globalisation by taking into account 
issues like identity, security, and the 
new world order influenced by the 
emergence of non-occidental powers. 
The proceedings of the conference will 
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be shortly published in the form of a 
book.

Contact: Dr. Basudeb Chaudhuri
basudeb.chaudhuri@csh-delhi.com

Lecture on The Revolt of Gurjars in 
Rajasthan by Gael de Graverol, post-
doctoral research scholar, EHESS, at 
the CSH on 27 October 2009.

The lecture dealt with the caste 
movement of the Gurjars in Rajasthan 
for the acquisition of the status of 
Scheduled Tribe, and the opposition 
it has invoked over almost the past 
one decade from the ones who are 
already beneficiaries of such a status. 
Particular emphasis was given to the 
case of the Meenas, who, being the 
first tribal population of Rajasthan and 
the primary beneficiary of the policy of 
affirmative action within their category, 
consider themselves to be the rightful 
claimants of ST status in their state.  

Contact: Dr. Gaël de Graverol 
gdegraverol@yahoo.fr

International workshop on the Palanpur 
project, co-organised by the London 
School of Economics and the CSH at 
the CSH on 6 November 2009.

This workshop was part of the ongoing 
project, India’s Economic Revolution: 
A Perspective from Six Decades of 
Economic Development in Palanpur, a 
North Indian Village and was attended 
by the participants of the project as 
well as Abhiroop Mukhopadhyay 
(Indian Statistical Institute), Naresh 
Sharma (University of Hyderabad), 
Jean Drèze (University of Allahabad), 
Lord Nicholas Stern (London School of 
Economics), Ruth Kattumuri (London 
School of Economics), Peter Lanjouw 
(World Bank), Dipa Sinha (Jawaharlal 
Nehru University) and other CSH 
scholars. The workshop discussed 
the preliminary findings of the ongoing 
longitudinal survey of Palanpur village. 
Broad themes on which discussions 

were held were: village dynamics, 
gender roles, health, consumption, 
poverty, inequality, agrarian change, 
labour market mobility and migration. 
This was followed by a discussion 
on the future plans and proposals for 
research outputs and working papers 
in the coming year, and by Lord 
Nicholas Stern thanking the CSH for its 
intellectual and logistical contribution to 
the project. The discussions continued 
the next day when the entire team 
visited Palanpur. 

Contact: Dr. Himanshu
himanshu@csh-delhi.com

Lecture on Citizenship in India: Some 
preliminary results of a national survey 
by Prof. Subrata Mitra, South Asia 
Institute, University of Heidelberg, at 
India Islamic Cultural Centre on 16 
November 2009.

Citizenship is a valued resource whose 
wide dispersal across the population 
enhances the resilience of a political 
system. While legal entitlement to 
citizenship under the laws of the land is 
a necessary condition, by itself, it does 
not suffice for the individual to feel the 
full power and potentials of citizenship. 
Other complementary factors such 
as rights, capacity, sentiments, and 
a sense of moral obligation enhance 
the sense of citizenship. This lecture 
presented the preliminary findings of 
a survey of a representative sample 
(n=> 7000) of the Indian population, 
conducted by Lokniti, CSDS, in 
July-August 2009, on the basis of 
questions linked to the principal 
components of citizenship. The results 
show a widely dispersed sense of 
citizenship that largely overcomes 
the differences resulting from social 
class, ethnicity, religion, gender and 
generation. However, the underlying  
variance, particularly at the level of 
citizenship across India’s regions, 
reveal the political limits of the Indian 
model, and the scope for policies at 
extending citizenship to sections of the 

population which are outside its reach. 
In a comparative perspective, when 
it comes to ‘making citizens out of 
subjects’, the Indian ‘experiment’ holds 
important lessons for post-colonial, 
multi-cultural societies.

Contact: Dr. Basudeb Chaudhuri
basudeb.chaudhuri@csh-delhi.com

International workshop on The voice 
of the poor in urban governance: 
participation, mobilization and 
politics in SA cities, organised by the 
Department of Geography, University 
of Cape Town from 23-26 November 
2009.  

As part of the ongoing research 
programme on Democracy and 
governance in India and South Africa, 
six researchers from the Indian side 
went to participate in this workshop. 
Their papers were included in the 
collection of papers on South African 
Cities. The workshop primarily dealt 
with the circulation of concepts from 
one geographical area to another, as 
for instance, the recent export of P. 
Chatterjee’s concept of civil society 
to South Africa; a discussion of 
methodologies and their application in 
different contexts; and the interaction 
between the local context (the 
participation dimension) and the global 
functioning of cities (the economic 
dimension). On 26 November, the 
progress of the India – South Africa 
comparative project was discussed, 
when participants outlined the research 
work that has already been carried out 
as well as identified areas for further 
research. This workshop concluded the 
second year of the ongoing project. 

Contact: Dr. Marie-Hélène Zérah
zerah@ird.fr

Lecture on Methods for an effective 
comparison of social representations 
of urban spaces by Thierry Ramadier, 
CNRS, at the CSH on 11 December 
2009.
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The lecture sought to present a 
method for assembling various 
socio-cognitive representations of 
urban spaces, with emphasis on the 
problems of comparison of these 
representations made by various social 
groups. A comparison of a freehand 
representation and the modelling of an 
urban space was presented as a tool 
for the representation of a city.   

Contact: Dr. Thierry Ramadier 
thierry.ramadier@lorraine.u-strasbg.fr

Panel discussion on Land Conflicts, 
organised by the CSH at the 5th Annual 
Conference on Economic Growth 
and Development, Indian Statistical 
Institute, on 16-18 December 2009. 
(URL: http://www.isid.ac.in/~pu/dec_
09_conf.html)

This session took place on 18 December 
and among the panelists were André 
Torre (INRA-AgroParisTech), Abhirup 
Sarkar (Indian Statistical Institute, 
Kolkata), Prabal Roy Chowdhury 
(Indian Statistical Institute, Delhi), 
Debraj Ray (New York University), 
Bhaskar Dutta (University of Warwick), 
Shubhashis Gangopadhyay (India 
Development Foundation, Delhi). It 
was chaired by Basudeb Chaudhuri 
(CSH). The discussion centered 
around the burning issues of the day, 
such as conflicts between industrial 
and agricultural use of land; proper 
land pricing and evaluation; legal and 
ethical issues of equity and justice 
for the displaced; and the role of the 
government versus the market.  On 
the occasion of the annual conference 
of the ISI, the CSH hosts an annual 
dinner for all the participants.

Contact: Dr. Basudeb Chaudhuri
basudeb.chaudhuri@csh-delhi.com

International Symposium on a 
Sustainable Future (ISSF 2010) held 
at Mumbai from 11-13 January 2010. 
(For details, see EDITORIAL)

Contact: Dr. Basudeb Chaudhuri
basudeb.chaudhuri@csh-delhi.com

IFP

For more details on these events, 
please consult our website, at the 
following address: http://www.ifpindia.
org/-Seminars-.html 

Lecture on Melissopalynology and 
honeybee ecology, at the IFP on 21 
August 2009.

Melissopalynology is the study of 
pollen content of honey. Though 
several species of solitary bees aid 
pollination, hive building “honeybee” 
species such as Apis cerana indica 
and A. dorsata are classified as “social” 
insects. Bees’ visitations to flowers aid 
pollination as they collect both nectar 
and pollen for storage in their hives. 
Several aspects of honey bee ecology, 
such as the maximum distance of 
foraging, preference, if any, of species 
for foraging, links between the two, the 
temporal dynamics of the relationship 
between land cover and honeybee 
preferences in the context of intra -
and inter-annual weather fluctuations 
remain poorly understood for Apis 
cerana indica. The authors presented 
initial results from their ongoing study, 
combining seasonal analyses of the 
pollen contents of honey collected from 
hives spatially well distributed within 
an eco-restoration site, 10km west of 
Puducherry town in close conjunction 
with a study of the vegetation and 
phenology. 

Totally, 78 pollen types belonging to 
39 families of flowering plants were 
observed from 29 honey samples in 
four locations, including 17 “unifloral” 
samples, (one pollen type > 45% of 
total pollen count). The most diversely 
foraged season is June – August. 
Interpretation of palynological results in 
light of vegetation studies, phenology 
and weather parameters to understand 
seasonal and inter-annual variations is 
in progress. 

Contact: R. Ponnuchamy
ponnuchamy.r@ifpindia.org
S. Prasad 
prasad.s@ifpindia.org 
Dr. K. Anupama
anupama.k@ifpindia.org  

Lecture on Globalisation and its impact 
on Indian Society at the IFP on 24 
August 2009.

Globalisation is as fascinating a 
term these days as modernisation, 
development and change have been 
in the course of the last century. To 
think of the world as a global village 
was once a day dreamer’s delight, 
but not any more. Instead, the end of 
the 20th century will be remembered 
for bringing the dream of globalisation 
to reality. On the one side, several 
outcomes of this transformation are 
within the reach of a large number 
of human beings, availability of Fax 
machines and internet facility are its 
examples. Who could have thought 
of its widespread availability in India 
three decades ego? Globalisation as a 
trend would create its impact on each 
area of human activity.

On the other side, the process of 
globalisation has generated universal 
disenchantment. Those applaud its 
arrival are fewer. Disenchantment 
prevails not only in the developing but 
also in the developed world. It needs to 
be analysed as to what lies at the root 
of such disenchantment.

In this context, the present paper 
examined first the historical 
perspective of globalisation. Second, 
it examined the notions or concepts of 
globalisation and localisation and how 
this can be conceptualized as well as 
its relationships between the global 
and the local. Finally, it examined the 
implications of looking at the impact of 
globalisation on Indian culture. 

Contact: Dr. B.K. Nagla
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Lecture on Study of migrant workers’ 
population: The case of brick kilns in 
South India at the IFP on 31 August 
2009.

There were two mains objectives of 
this analysis: the first was the study of 
the particular characteristics and the 
labour organisation in the brick kilns. 
The second one was to delineate a 
typography of migrants’ household (via 
a Multiple Correspondence Analysis) 
that would be able to assess the 
different logics of migration. 

Contact: Sébastien Michiels
smichiels@modulonet.fr

Lecture on Ecological implications 
and Conservation significance of liana 
abundance, and diversity in tropical 
forests at the IFP on 4 September 
2009.

Among the plant life-forms, lianas, 
the woody climbers remain relatively 
understudied than other life-forms. 
This presentation focused on the 
ecological implications of liana 
abundance and diversity in tropical 
forests in the context of increasing 
liana abundance in tropics, climate 
change, forest disturbance and ever-
increasing tropical deforestation, forest 
fragmentation and the consequent 
edge creation and liana colonisation. 
Conservation significance of lianas 
was addressed from the context of 
lianas as dependent life-form, seeking 
host trees, dependence on fauna for 
dispersal, especially in Indian tropics, 
role in forest functional ecology and 
their economic importance, as a source 
of food, medicine and ornamentals 
etc. Lianas are conspicuous feature 
of tropical forests and constitute an 
important floristic, structural and 
functional component of tropical 
forests. They contribute significantly to 
the diversity of tropical forests - 25% 
of the woody stem density and species 
diversity in many tropical forests, but 
50% in Peninsular Indian forests. 

Recent research works have proved 
the increasingly important role of lianas 
in forest regeneration, biodiversity and 
ecosystem-level processes such as 
whole-forest transpiration and carbon 
sequestration, particularly in the 
tropics. 

Contact: Dr. N. Parthasarathy
parthapu@yahoo.com 

Lecture on Computer-aided plant 
identification system to rejuvenate 
traditional taxonomy at the IFP on 18 
September 2009.

BIOTIK is an initiative in the emerging 
area of biodiversity informatics and 
aims to develop knowledge base 
on tree species of rain forests in the 
Western Ghats of India, which is 
one of the “hotspots” of biodiversity. 
The species identification software 
“IDentification Assistée par Ordinateur 
(IDAO)” was implemented to generate 
identikit. Identikit is entirely graphic, 
provides multi-entry points, allows 
identification of incomplete samples 
and certain level of observational errors 
and also provides help to the user 
through search option in the querying 
interface. In the result interface, for 
each taxon, pictures, morphological 
description, ecology and distribution 
data of species are provided in English, 
Kannada, Tamil and Malayalam. The 
identikit is available on-line as web-
based application (www.biotik.org for 
downloadable windows version; www.
ifpindia.org/biotik for online version), 
on DVD and it can even be accessed 
through IPod. The BIOTIK knowledge 
base will continue to evolve (by 
including more species) and play a 
major role in biodiversity assessment 
and conservation efforts through 
IT&C. 

Contact: Dr. B.R. Ramesh
ramesh.br@ifpindia.org
Dr. N. Ayyappan
ayyappan.n@ifpindia.org  

Lecture on The State of Art Phytolith 
Research at the IFP on 9 October 
2009.

Phytoliths are microscopic SiO2 bodies 
found in plants. The term Phytolith is 
a Greek word meaning “plant stone” 
(Phyto = Plant and Lithos = Stone). 
Also known as “Plant silica” or “Opal 
silica”, Phytoliths are rigid bodies that 
take the shape and size of the cells in 
which they are formed.

Phytoliths are mostly found in the 
intracellular and extracellular location 
of the plants. Phytolith production is 
wide-spread in both monocotyledonous 
and dicotyledonous plants. These 
microscopic skeletal impressions of 
silica are diagnostic in nature and useful 
proxies in various interdisciplinary 
studies. Phytolith science has 
proved to be useful in understanding 
the past at large, especially in the 
areas of paleoenvironment, plant 
exploitation, stratigraphy and man-
land relationships. Phytoliths can 
be extracted from the minerogenic 
deposits, which are usually less 
suitable for the reconstruction of the 
past vegetation through microfossils 
such as pollen and spores.

The lecture discussed a wide range 
of application of Phytolith research 
and gave a short review of the current 
status of Phytolith research in the 
global and Indian contexts.

Contact: Dr. Sanjay Eksambekar
eksambekar@rediffmail.com  

Lecture on Pl@ntNet: Plant 
Computational Identification and 
Collaborative Information System at 
the IFP on 23 October 2009.

Accurate knowledge of the identity, 
geographic distribution and uses 
of plants underpins the success 
of agriculture and biodiversity 
conservation. Since their floras are still 
badly described and documented, most 
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Mediterranean and tropical countries 
are facing a major impediment 
towards sustainable development. 
It is, thus, of utmost importance to 
speed up the accumulation of basic 
data on plants, while simultaneously 
providing potential users an easy and 
efficient access to this knowledge. 
The Pl@ntNet project will contribute 
to this objective by providing, within a 
coherent platform, free, open-source, 
easy-access software tools and 
methods for plant identification and for 
the collection, management, sharing 
and exploitation of all kinds of data 
on plants. It will deeply involve citizen 
science, as a powerful means to enrich 
databases with information on plant 
location, phenology, ecology or uses, 
thus compensating for the current lack 
of professional botanists. Pl@ntNet is 
the first flagship project of Agropolis 
foundation, and intends to complement 
other international initiatives on plant 
biodiversity and taxonomy.

Contact: Dr. Philippe Birnbaum
philippe.birnbaum@cirad.fr

Lecture on Forest fires in Indian 
ecosystems: A perspective from 
the Western Ghats at the IFP on 6 
November 2009

Forest fires are almost an annual 
disturbance in several forest types in 
the Western Ghats. However, very 
little information exists on different 
aspects of fires.  The study examined 
variations in the regional fire regime 
that are related to forest type and past 
human disturbances in a landscape.    
Using a combination of remote sensing 
data and GIS techniques, burnt areas 
were delineated in three different 
forest types and various metrics of fire 
size were estimated.  Belt transects 
were enumerated to assess the 
forest characteristics and fire effects 
in the landscape.    Temporal trends 
suggest increasingly short fire-return 
intervals in the landscape.  The short 
fire-return interval has had deleterious 

effects on the diversity, structure, and 
regeneration within these forests.  The 
effects of fires have been especially 
pronounced in the tropical moist 
deciduous and tropical dry deciduous 
forests; in contrast, fires had marginal 
effects in dry thorn forests. 

Contact: Dr. Narendran Kodandapani
naren@ifpindia.org

Lecture on Wood and leaves as 
potential pluvio-thermometers. 
Response estimate of the South Indian 
forests to the climate at the IFP on 20 
November 2009.

The vegetative organs of trees are 
subject to selective pressures from 
environmental factors, which are 
recorded in their structure and/or 
morphology. The wood and the leaves 
have been thoroughly studied for the 
last decades, providing proxys used 
for paleoenvironment reconstructions. 
Wood structure analysis reveals 
climate seasonality, general features 
of climate and local environment 
(position of the individual, age and 
disturbance…). The leaf morphology 
studies provide precise estimates of 
the mean annual temperature and 
precipitation and some other climate 
parameters. Combined together, these 
studies would help to define models 
and to better understand the species 
and individual growth dynamic, and 
also the Carbon allocation in different 
forest types.

The principles and main results of 
these methods were presented and 
potential applications on South Indian 
forests were proposed.

Contact: Dr. Dario De Franceschi
dariodf@mnhn.fr

International Seminar on Science and 
Humanity - an Open House Seminar 
organised by the IFP and held at the 
IFP on 27-28 November 2009.

The French Institute of Pondicherry 
(IFP) has been promoting higher studies 
and research in Indology, Ecology 
and Social Sciences during the past 
50 years. The different departments 
of the Institute often host seminars to 
discuss their specialised knowledge.  
However, there are few occasions 
when the different departments get to 
hear about each other’s work.

In the interest of promoting inter-
disciplinary awareness and dialogue, 
and in the context of the “Science 
Festival” organised by the French 
Ministry of Higher Education and 
Research in France in the month of 
November, the IFP held in its premises, 
a two-day Seminar called “Science and 
Humanity”, where external researchers 
as well as researchers of all three 
departments of the IFP, were invited to 
interact. 

On 27 November, each department 
presented four talks (around 20 minutes 
long each), and on the 28th, some 
popular science talks were organised 
for local students, academicians and 
other interested persons.

In a bid to raise awareness about 
the IFP among the general public, an 
exhibition on the IFP and its activities 
was also held.

Dr. M. Ramadass was the Chief Guest 
and delivered the inaugural speech on 
the opening day of this seminar.

Contact: Anand Pakiam 
ifpcom@ifpindia.org 

International Seminar on Indebtedness 
and Social Exclusion organised by the 
Rural Microfinance and Employment 
Programme of the IFP and the Centre 
for Study of Social Exclusion and 
Inclusive Policy of the Pondicherry 
University, and held at the Pondicherry 
University on 1 December 2009.

Lack of opportunities for credit is 
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well recognised as a form of social 
exclusion and the last two and a half 
decades has received significant 
attention for financial inclusion of the 
poor. However, these ‘credit plus’ 
programmes have failed to address 
the link between credit, debt and over-
indebtedness of households which 
in fact is an important feature of the 
current financial crisis. Commissions, 
studies and statistics have steadily 
accumulated on the subject, but 
household over-indebtedness in 
so-called developing countries has 
attracted surprisingly little attention. It is 
nonetheless likely that the economies 
of the South have just the same 
difficulties, as they face three major 
problems which have underpinned 
household over-indebtedness in 
developed countries. These are: firstly, 
a slowdown in economic growth; 
secondly; an absence of wealth 
redistribution, accompanied by rising 
inequality; and thirdly, the increased 
desire to consume by way of imitation, 
both amongst the middle classes and 
the poor.

Although a critical issue, this state 
of affairs has not yet been subject 
to theoretical or empirical analysis 
by academics, donor agencies and 
policy makers. Given this lacuna, the 
Centre for Study of Social Exclusion 
and Inclusive Policy (CSSE&IP) 
at Pondicherry University and the 
Rural Employment and Microfinance 
Programme (RUME) at French Institute 
of Pondicherry (IFP) collaborated 
to jointly organise this international 
workshop. The main purpose of this 
interdisciplinary workshop was a 
theoretical and empirical examination 
of over-indebtedness from the 
perspective of southern countries, with 
the following underlying hypothesis: 
to define and analyse the process 
of indebtedness requires first an 
understanding of the complexity and 
diversity of debt relationships.

Contact: Dr. Isabelle Guérin
isabelle.guerin48@wanadoo.fr

Dr. M. Thanuja 
thanuja.m@ifpindia.org 

WELCOME

…at the CSH

Dr. Ingrid THERWATH, joined the CSH as 
the head of the International Relations 
division in September 2009.

Joël CABALION, doctoral candidate at 
the CEIAS/EHESS, joined the Politics 
and Society division of CSH as BAR 
scholar in October 2009. He is working 
on rural population displacement in the 
region of Vidarbha, Maharashtra. (See 
RESEARCH)

Dr. Roland LARDINOIS, CEIAS/EHESS-
CNRS, joined the CSH as the head 
of the Politics and Society division in 
November 2009. (See FOCUS)

Olivier BLAREL, doctoral candidate 
at Sciences Po, joined the CSH as 
Scientific Secretary in December 2009. 
He is working on India’s Afghan policy 
since 1947.

Margot RUBIN, doctoral candidate 
at the University of Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, joined the India-South 
Africa (ISA) project at the CSH for 6 
weeks in January 2010. 

Marie Luce BIA  ZAFINIKAMIA, doctoral 
candidate at Université de Paris I and 
Sciences Po, joined the Economics 
division at the CSH as an intern in 
January 2010 to work on her thesis on 
landholding, land conflicts, and related 
issues.

…at the IFP

Dr. Harilal MADHAVAN, Post-doctorate, 
joined the Societies and Medicines in 
South Asia programme from 1 October 
2009 to 31 December 2009, to work on 
Value chains and cultural economics 
of Ayurvedic tourism in Kerala, India, 

under the supervision of Dr. Laurent 
PORDIÉ.

Dr. Narendran KODANDAPANI, Ph.D, 
joined the Ecology Department from 1 
October 2009 to 30 September 2011, 
to work on Spatial Data Analysis in the 
framework of the Pl@ntnet project, 
under the supervision of Dr. Raphaël 
PÉLISSIER.

…at the EFEO

Ernelle BERLIET, under a one-year 
EFEO contract and a member of the 
Indology team of the EFEO, came 
for a first visit to Pondicherry to meet 
Indian partners to discuss a possible 
archaeological project.

Michael GOLLNER, from the University 
of Concordia, has received a fellowship 
for a residency in Pondicherry for 
the academic year 2009-10 from 
the 2nd week of December 2009 to 
study Sanskrit and participate in the 
Shaiva reading sessions conducted by 
Dominic Goodall.

Wiesek MICAL, doctoral student of 
the University of Hamburg, has been 
visiting Pondicherry to continue his 
study of the goddess Kurukulla in the 
Buddhist and Shaiva tantric traditions.

GOODBYE

…at the CSH

Guilhem CASSAN, visiting PhD student 
from the Ecole Normale Supérieure-
Paris School of Economics, worked 
at the CSH for 3 weeks in September-
October 2009.

Lionel BAIXAS, doctoral candidate at 
Sciences Po and BCRD scholar in the 
Politics and Society division of CSH, 
left in October 2009.

Kim ROBIN, Masters student at the 
Sciences Po, who had joined the 
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Economics division of the CSH as an 
intern, left in December 2009. (See 
RESEARCH)

Virginie DUTOYA, visiting PhD student 
from the Sciences Po, left in December 
2009.

Anna ZIMMER, visiting PhD student 
from the University of Bonn, left in 
December 2009.

Rosalinda COPPOLETTA, intern from 
the Ecole Polytechnique-ENSEA, 
Paris, who had joined the Palanpur 
project at the CSH, left in December 
2009. (See RESEARCH)

Rémi DE BERCEGOL, doctoral 
candidate at the Université Paris Est 
and Scientific Secretary at the CSH, 
left in December 2009.

…at the IFP

Elizabeth SEGRAN from SSEAS, 
University of California at Berkeley, 
who had joined the Institute as a visiting 
student on 1 July 2009, to work on 
Gender studies and Cankam literature 
with KANNAN. M and Prof. François 
GROS, left on 30 September 2009.

Prof. David BUCK from Elisabethtown, 
who had joined the Institute as a visiting 
scholar on 1 August 2009, to work on 
Tamil Dalit literature translation with 
KANNAN. M, left on 30 September 
2009.

Jeremy VENDÉ, Masters student in 
“Forest, Nature and Society” from 
AgroParisTech-ENGREF, France, who 
had joined the Managing biodiversity 
in mountain landscapes project on 
3 May 2009, as a trainee, to work on 
the Responses of local actors to public 
conservation policies: The example of 
rights on trees, in the coffee agro-forest 
systems of the Western Ghats of India 
under the supervision of Dr. Claude 
GARCIA, left on15 October 2009 .

RAMMOHAN H., assistant engineer at 
the IFP, retired from the Institute on 30 
October 2009, after 21 years of loyal 
service.

Breme COUMAR, carpenter at the IFP, 
retired from the Institute on 30 October 
2009, after 30 years of loyal service.

Sharmilee MICHAELRAJ, administrative 
secretary who had joined the Institute 
on 14 June 2006, left on 6 November 
2009.

Imen TLILI, 5th year student in 
architecture from the Ecole Nationale 
Supérieure d’Architecture de Paris 
La Villette, France, who had joined 
the Social Sciences Department on 
1 December 2009, to work on the 
Rehabilitation of post-Tsunami houses: 
social and cultural issues, under the 
supervision of Dr. Eric DENIS left on 
30 December 2009.

…at the EFEO

Anne DAVRINCHE, trainee from 
the Ecole du Louvre in charge of 
establishing the catalogue of the Art 
Objects displayed in the EFEO Centre 
of Pondicherry, left Pondicherry end 
of September 2009 after a stay of 3 
months.

Raphaëlle MAUGER, trainee of the 
Ecole du Louvre, who worked on the 
Digital Photo archives of the Centre 
under the supervision of Valérie Gillet, 
left Pondicherry in December 2009 
after a stay of 6 months.

MILESTONES

 BIOTIK identikit of the 
IFP wins the Manthan Award 
South Asia 2009

The 2009 Manthan Award South Asia 
went to the BIOTIK identikit developed 
by the French Institute of Pondicherry 
(IFP). 

The Manthan Award is an initiative 
in India that recognises the best 
practices in e-Content and Creativity. 
The award (www.manthanaward.org) 
was launched by Digital Empowerment 
Foundation in partnership with 
World Summit Award, Department 
of Information Technology, Govt. of 
India, Nokia Siemens Networks and 
various other stakeholders like civil 
society members, media and similar 
organisations engaged in promoting 
digital content inclusiveness in 
the whole of South Asian nation-
states for development. The 2009 
Manthan Award under the e-Science 
& Environment was given to BIOTIK 
application developed by the French 
Institute of Pondicherry and CIRAD. 
The award was received in New Delhi 
on 19 December 2009 by Drs. B. R. 
Ramesh and N. Ayyappan. The BIOTIK 
is a computer-aided application, which 
facilitates users to identify evergreen 
tree species of the Western Ghats of 
India and also provides a resume of 
botanical and ecological description in 
local languages besides English. The 
application caters to a wide range of 
users like students and researchers 
who can use it as a self-learning 
tool, foresters and para-taxonomists 
as decision support system in forest 
management and conservation.

Contact: Dr. B.R. Ramesh
ramesh.br@ifpindia.org
Dr. N. Ayyappan
ayyappan.n@ifpindia.org  

 First Prize for BIOTIK 
identikit

The Bioinformatics Centre of the 
Pondicherry University (BICPU), India, 
organised a three- day national seminar 
on the Recent Trends in Structural 
Bioinformatics & Computational 
Biology, from 16 to 18 September 
2009. Delegates from all over India, 
including scientists, teachers and 
research students participated in the 

http://www.manthanaward.org
mailto:ramesh.br%40ifpindia.org?subject=
mailto:ayyappan.n%40ifpindia.org?subject=
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seminar. Experts in various areas 
delivered lectures on the focal themes 
of the seminar. Presentations were 
evaluated, and the BIOTIK software 
for computer-aided identification of 
the tree species of the Western Ghats, 
developed by the French Institute of 
Pondicherry (IFP), won the first prize. 
Dr. N. Ayyappan, who presented 
the BIOTIK application, received the 
prize.

For more information on BIOTIK: http://
www.ifpindia.org/Computer-aided-
identification-of-tropical-forest-trees-
BIOTIK-abbr.html

Dr. N. Ayyappan
ayyappan.n@ifpindia.org 

 Digitisation of the 
IFP palm-leaf manuscript 
collection

One of the richest collections of 
Indian palm-leaf manuscripts that 
are preserved in the French Institute 
of Pondicherry, of which a major 
part containing the Shaiva texts has 
been deemed a UNESCO “Memory 
of the World” Collection in the year 
2005, is being digitised by the 
Chennai-based SanMarga Trust from 
December 2008. It is planned that 
along with the descriptive catalogue 
of these manuscripts – a project that 
is underway - the digital images of all 
the manuscripts can also be accessed 
through the web interface that will 
allow easy searching and viewing of 
the collection.

Once the project is achieved, it 
will definitely be the first such 
comprehensive database with images 
for a manuscript collection in India. 

Contact: Dr. T. Ganesan
ganesan@ifpindia.org

 Parkishit Puraskara 2009

Prof. V. Venkataraja Sarma of the 
EFEO was awarded the Parkishit 
Puraskara 2009 at the Centre for 
Heritage Studies, under the Cultural 
Department of Kerala Government 
on 12 November 2009. He was given 
a citation, a purse, and was robed by 
a Ponnadai, a traditional shawl. The 
award was given in the name of His 
Highness Paraikshit Rama Varma 
Thampuran who was the King of 
Cochin State until it was merged with 
the larger Kerala State. He was a 
great scholar in Nyaya Sastra and also 
in other branches of Sanskrit studies. 
His Royal Hill Palace was turned 
into a centre of heritage studies at 
Trupunithra, the capital of the rulers of 
Cochin State.

OBITUARY

Demise of Pandit T. 
Gangadharan

It is with deep sorrow that we report 
the sudden demise of Pandit T.S. 
Gangadharan (also known as 
Saminatha-Gangadharan), who has 
worked as a Tamil Pandit in Pondicherry 
over much of the last three decades, 
first at the IFP, from 1982 to 1997, 
and then at the EFEO, from 2003 until 
his death on 30 December 2009.  He 
devoted much of his time to assisting 
his elder brother, the late lamented 
T.V. Gopal Iyer, in his many research 
and editing projects, right through to 
their final proof corrections.   

Born in 1929, he followed the Vidvan 
course in Tamil (1946–1951) and, 
after becoming a teacher, took his 
BA and MA. He was appointed as 
research assistant at the French 
Institute of Pondicherry in the place of 
V.M.Subramania Ayyar (1905-1981), 
where he first worked with his brother 
on completing the latter scholar’s  
English translation of an important 

collection of Tamil devotional poetry, 
the 11th Tirumurai.  

Well-versed in both Tamil grammar 
and literature, he was particularly fond 
of Tamil epics, which appealed to his 
profound inner sense of narration. 
Over the last years, he participated 
enthusiastically in all the annual 
month-long Classical Tamil Seminars 
held at the Pondicherry Centre of the 
EFEO, relishing these opportunities to 
impart his knowledge to scholars and 
students, reading difficult passages 
and expounding the traditional 
interpretations. Until his last breath, 
he was working on the translation into 
English of his brother’s encyclopaedia 
of the Tamil grammatical tradition 
(Tamil Ilakkiya Perakarati), published 
in Tamil in 18 volumes by the EFEO 
and the Tamil Mann Pathippakam.  

His death is an irrecoverable loss 
not only to the EFEO but also to the 
Tamil tradition itself: another star of 
the Tamil constellation winks out. We, 
the scholars and staff of the EFEO and 
the IFP, would like to acknowledge 
and record our gratitude for the 
great services rendered by Prof. T.S. 
Gangadharan and we extend our 
whole-hearted sympathy to his 
bereaved family and friends.

D. Goodall
Head of the Pondicherry Centre of the 
Ecole française d’Extrême-Orient
V. Marimoutou
Director of the French Institute of 
Pondicherry

PUBLICATIONS

CSH

Negotiating the Terms of a New Social 
Contract: Private Companies, Civil 
Society and the State in India

http://www.ifpindia.org/Computer-aided-identification-of-tropical-forest-trees-BIOTIK-abbr.html
http://www.ifpindia.org/Computer-aided-identification-of-tropical-forest-trees-BIOTIK-abbr.html
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Damien Krichewsky
CSH Occasional Paper 24, New Delhi, 
December 2009, 71 p.

The post-
interventionist 
development 
strategy adopted 
by the Indian 
government from 
mid-1980s onwards 
has led to an 

increased contribution of private 
companies to the country’s economic 
growth. However, the benefits of the 
growth momentum are very unequally 
shared, at a time when social and 
environmental externalities weigh 
heavily on Indian society. In reaction to 
the state’s policies that seek to loosen 
social and environmental regulatory 
constraints, which presumably act as 
impediments to private investments, 
numerous civil society organisations are 
multiplying their efforts to improve the 
social behaviour of companies. They 
also advocate more balanced public 
policies, so as to protect affected social 
groups and preserve the environment 
in a more effective fashion. In this 
context, private companies operating 
in India are revising their strategies and 
practices in the field of CSR (corporate 
social responsibility), in order to 
promote their social legitimacy and 
preserve the investor-friendly attitude 
of public authorities. Based on a vast 
array of primary and secondary data, 
including qualitative interviews both at 
the national and local levels, this paper 
offers a detailed analysis of the stakes 
and dynamics at play in the public, 
civil and self-regulation of companies 
in India. With the rapid growth and 
modernisation of the country as the 
backdrop, this paper points towards 
a reconfiguration of relationships and 
the balance of power among market 
players, the state and civil society 
organisations.

Keywords: Corporate Social 
Responsibility, social and environmental 

regulation of companies, civil society, 
State in India.

Downloadable from: http://www.csh-
delhi.com/publications/downloads/
ops/CSHOP24.pdf

Nuclear Deterrence in Second Tier 
Nuclear States: A Case Study of India

Manpreet Sethi
CSH Occasional Paper 25, New Delhi, 
December 2009, 80 p.

Nuclear deterrence 
today anchors the 
national security of all 
states that possess 
nuclear weapons. 
Certain principles 
or requirements of 
nuclear deterrence 

are the same for all such countries. 
For instance, the ability to threaten 
with ‘unacceptable damage’, or the 
ability to ‘raise the costs’ of an action 
that an adversary might want to take 
by threatening punishment that would 
make the act seem meaningless and 
even regrettable. But must every 
nuclear nation indulge in an exercise 
of large-scale warhead accumulation 
or yield refinements through nuclear 
testing, or creation of elaborate nuclear 
war fighting plans in order to claim 
credible deterrence? Can the practice 
of deterrence in the second tier states 
follow a different course? 

The study examines the manner in 
which India is engaged in constructing 
a credible and stable deterrence 
relationship with two of its nuclear 
armed adversaries, Pakistan and 
China with an arsenal much smaller, 
and command and control structures 
far simpler than in any of the P-5 
nations. Does this difference impact 
the nature of its nuclear deterrence? 
In its efforts at creating and sustaining 
credible nuclear deterrence should 
India necessarily be expected to follow 
the same path and rules as those of 

the P-5? Would it be compelled to 
build hundreds of warheads and a 
huge weapons infrastructure? Would a 
deterrence based on anything less not 
be credible or stable?

The study concludes that even 
countries with small nuclear arsenals 
behave no differently from states that 
possess several thousands of such 
weapons. The assumption that small 
nuclear arsenals and rudimentary 
command and control lend themselves 
to temptations of easy nuclear use is 
misplaced. Credible nuclear deterrence 
between India and Pakistan or India 
and China would hold on the same 
bases it has held elsewhere – fear 
of nuclear destruction, imposition of 
unacceptable damage, and the ability 
to rationally calculate and weigh the 
benefits against the costs of use of 
nuclear weapons.

Keywords: Nuclear deterrence, 
India, Pakistan, China, nuclear risk 
reduction

Downloadable from: http://www.csh-
delhi.com/publications/downloads/
ops/OP25.pdf

The Impact of Slum Resettlement on 
Urban Integration in Mumbai: The Case 
of the Chandivali Project 

Damien Vaquier
CSH Occasional Paper 26, New Delhi, 
January 2010, 142 p.

Developing viable 
public policies of 
slum resettlement is 
a challenge faced by 
most urban policy-
makers. It has, 
however, become a 
critical one in Mumbai 
– a city, housing 

some of the world’s highest population 
densities - a record number of slums-
dwellers, but also the world’s largest 
urban protected forest: the Sanjay 

http://www.csh-delhi.com/publications/downloads/ops/CSHOP24.pdf
http://www.csh-delhi.com/publications/downloads/ops/CSHOP24.pdf
http://www.csh-delhi.com/publications/downloads/ops/CSHOP24.pdf
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Gandhi National Park. By 1999 it was 
estimated that 60,000 households had 
illegally ‘encroached’ into the Park’s 
land and were to be evicted by local 
authorities.

This paper focuses on the Chandivali 
project, an unconventional slum 
resettlement scheme known as one 
of the largest ever developed, and 
targeting up to 25,000 of the families 
settled in the Park. Based on a stratified 
quantitative survey and an econometric 
analysis, it provides a detailed picture 
of the settlement history and the legal 
struggle that followed, emphasizing the 
links between demolitions, perceived 
security of tenure and housing 
investment. 

The paper then concentrates on the key 
structural changes taking place at the 
time of shifting, in terms of the dwellers’ 
integration to their urban environment. 
We show that resettlement has positive 
short-term impacts on the access 
to basic infrastructure and to tenure 
security (mainly because of large-
scale demolitions in initial slums), but 
has a negative effect on the access 
to social and transport infrastructure. 
Furthermore, employment comes out 
as the fundamental driver of long-term 
integration.

The project’s estimated disruptive 
effect on labour patterns remains 
limited, due to the satisfactory 
localisation of the resettlement site: 
unemployment rates remain stable and 
job creations roughly compensate for 
loss of jobs. Adjustments mainly take 
place in the casual labour and self-
employed sectors. Most alterations 
are due to a ‘family nuclearisation 
process’, resulting from the lack of 
flexibility of the new tenements and 
leading to an illusory concentration 
of the employment structure in stable 
and better-paid jobs. We finally point 
out a significant increase in commuting 
distances and a strong job dependence 
on the initial area of living.

Keywords: Slum resettlement, Mumbai, 
Urban Economics, urban India, urban 
forest.

Downloadable from: http://www.csh-
delhi.com/publications/downloads/
ops/OP26.pdf

IFP

BIOTIK: Biodiversity Informatics and Co-
Operation in Taxonomy for Interactive 
Shared Knowledge Base. Western Ghats 
v 1.0. A multimedia identification system 
of evergreen tree species of the Western 
Ghats, India. [DVD-ROM].

B. R. Ramesh, N. Ayyappan, P. Grard, 
J. Prosperi, S. Aravajy, J-P. Pascal…
[et al.]. Collection Ecologie n°46, IFP, 
2010.

Language: English, Kannada, Tamil, 
Malayalam
ISBN: 978-81-8470-168-5

BIOTIK is a computer-
aided application 
meant to identify 
and to provide a 
knowledge base on 
trees that occur in the 

evergreen forests of the Western Ghats 
(a biodiversity hotspot). The knowledge 
base covers about 528 species. The 
application allows a user to identify 
a species through a visual interface 
(IDAO), complete with graphical 
representations of characters and their 
different states. It builds a virtual tree on 
screen, based on the character states 
selected by the user and also suggests 
possibilities for missing or erroneous 
information. Once the species has 
been identified, it provides a resume 
of botanical and ecological information 
in local languages (Kannada, Tamil 
and Malayalam) apart from English 
besides the photographs of characters. 
The application caters to a wide range 
of users like students and researchers 
who can use it as a self-learning tool, 
foresters and para-taxonomists as 

a decision support system in forest 
management.

Keywords: taxonomy, interactive key, 
identification, Western Ghats, tree 
species

Data Paper – High-Resolution 
Topographic and Bioclimatic Data for 
the Southern Western Ghats of India 
(IFP_ECODATA_BIOCLIM).

Quentin Renard, G. Muthusankar, 
Raphaël Pélissier, Pondy Papers 
in Ecology n° 8, IFP, 2009, 21 p. + 
annexes

Language: English. Freely available 
online at: http://hal.archives-ouvertes.
fr/hal-00411120

The Western Ghats 
form a 1,600 km 
long escarpment 
that runs parallel to 
the southwestern 
coast of Peninsular 
India. This relief 
barrier, which 

orographically exacerbate the summer 
monsoon rains, is responsible for 
steep bioclimatic gradients that have 
long been recognized as one of the 
major ecological determinants for the 
forest vegetation of the region. We 
report here gridded topographic and 
bioclimatic data at 30’ lat/lon (ca. 1 km) 
resolution that cover an area of about 
70,000 km2 of the southern Western 
Ghats, between 74 to 78° E and 8 to 
16° N. These data have been extracted 
from three main sources: the SRTM 
(NASA Shuttle Radar Topography 
Mission) 90 m Digital Elevation Data, 
version 4 (http://srtm.csi.cgiar.org/) 
from which were secondarily derived 
aspect and slope; a digitized version 
of the bioclimatic maps of the Western 
Ghats by Pascal (1982) based on 
various sources of long series of 
climatic records over the period 1950-
1980, from which were derived annual 
rainfall, mean temperature of the 
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coldest month and dry season length; 
the WORLDCLIM database, version 
1.4 (http://www.worldclim.org/), which 
provides monthly interpolated rainfall 
and temperature data from series of at 
least 10 years records over the 1950–
2000 period.

Keywords: Digital Elevation 
Model, India, long-term bioclimatic 
interpolations, SRTM, Southern 
Western Ghats, WORLDCLIM.

IFP/EFEO

Four Forts of the Deccan.

Jean Deloche, Collection Indologie 
n°111, IFP/EFEO, 2009, 206 p. incl. 
ill.

Language: English. 1000 (43 €)
ISBN (IFP):  978-81-8470-175-3. ISBN 
(EFEO): 978-2-85539-675-0

This book presents 
four significant 
fortifications of 
South India, each 
of which furnishes 
evidence of the 
excellence of the 
military technology 

developed in the Deccan between 
the 13th and 18th centuries.  They 
have been selected for very specific 
reasons:  Daulatabad, because the 
successive periods of building of this 
most amazing fortified town can be 
observed from the Yadavas to the 
Nizam Shahis, i.e. from the 13th to the 
17th century;
■ Mudugal, because, in this place 
contested for centuries by Hindu and 
Muslim rulers, we can fully document 
the manner in which the Adil Shahis 
of Bijapur restored the old fort with 
innovative defence works between the 
middle of the 16th and the end of the 
17th century; 
■ Gandikota, because there are 
anomalies that have to be explained 
about this wonderfully picturesque 

site, particularly in the layout of the 
walls and in the form of the flanks built 
by the Muslims in the second half of 
the 17th century; 
■ finally, Gutti, because this 
stronghold, reputed for its perennial 
water resources and renovated with 
works influenced by European designs 
in the second half of the 18th century, 
represents the last phase in the history 
of Indian fortification before the British 
period.

Keywords: fortification, architecture, 
technology, Deccan
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