
Workshop 

The Institutionalisation of Therapeutic Practices in India 

Social and Legal Perspectives 

 

Venue : Jawaharlal Nehru Conference Hall 
French Institute of Pondicherry 

 
Programme 

 
Thursday 7th  December 
 
 
9:00   Welcome tea 
 
9:20   Welcome Address, by Jean-Pierre Muller 
 
9:30   Introduction to the workshop, by L. Pordié 
 
9:45   Session I: 

Designing analytical lines: General views on institutionalisation 
 

The institutionalisation of medicine from East to West 
Anne-Marie Moulin (CNRS-CEDEJ, Cairo) 

 
Local needs vs. global demands: Trends in institutionalisation of Indian medical practices 
Leena Abraham (Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbay) 

 
Of the esoteric, the exoteric and the professional: Modes of institutionalising medicine in 
India 
Harish Naraindas (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi) 

 
The moral character of medical standardization 
Laurent Pordié (IFP / CReCSS, Aix) 

 
11:00   Tea break 
 
11:15 Discussion: Axis for the analysis of the institutionalisation of medicines in India 
 
12:30   Lunch at the Institute’s Gardens 
 
 
14:00   Session II(a): 

Making institutions & practicing institutional medicine 
 

The institutionalisation of astrology in Indian Universities. Ideological, historical and social 
perspectives. 
Caterina Guenzi (CEIAS-EHESS Paris / IFP) 

 
Negotiating Western science and the State. The case of the institutionalisation of indigenous 
medicine in Kerala 
Burton Cleetus (IFP) 
 
Institutionalisation and growth of homeopathy in time and space in India 
Anne-Cécile Hoyez (Univ. of Rouen) 

 
15:00   Discussion: Medical institutionalisation and the State 
 
16:00 Tea break 
 
 



 
16:15   Session II(b): 

Making institutions & practicing institutional medicine 
 

Role of associations of experts in the revitalisation of Siddha medicine 
Brigitte Sébastia (IFP / EHESS, Toulouse) 
 
The making and unmaking of cure. Eye treatment in Siddha medicine 
V. Sujatha (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi) 

 
16:50   Discussion: The fate of institutional Siddha medicine 
 
17:30   Closing remarks of Day 1 
 
19:30   Dinner at The Promenade 
 
Friday 8th  December 
 
9:30   Session III: Institutionalisation and the market 

Pt. 1: Micro and macro businesses 
 

From “greenish leaves” to “herbal Ayurvedic treatment”: Professionalising Narikuravar 
medicine 
Gabi Alex (South Asia Institute, Heidelberg) 
 
From home to market: Responses, resurgence and institutionalisation of Ayurvedic 
manufacturing from 1830s to 1920s 
M.S. Harilal (Center for Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram) 

 
10:15   Tea break 
 
10:30   Discussion: Reflections on institutional business and Indian medicines 
 
11:30 Experience sharing. Free discussion on international development and the 

institutionalization of indigenous medicine. 
with Yoji Kamata (ADF, Yokohama, Japan) 

 
12:15   Lunch at the Institute’s Gardens 
 
 
14:00   Session IV: Institutionalisation and the market 

Pt. 2: Legal issues 
 

Institutionalising medicinal plant management in Kerala: Forest control, rights of use 
and participation 
Lucie Dejouhanet (Univ. Paris X / IFP) 
 
Intellectual property rights for traditional medicines: Where does India stand? 
N. Lalitha (GIDR; Amhedabad) 

 
Geographical indications: a legal tool adapted to protect medicines and their producers? 
Delphine Marie-Vivien (CIRAD / NLS of India Univ., Bangalore) 

 
15:00   Tea Break 
 
15:15   Discussion: Institutionalisation, legality and illegality 
 
16:30 Time allotted for small groups discussions (arranged on convenience) at the Conference Hall, 

Dhanvantari Chamber and individual offices 
 
18:00   Closing remarks and word of thanks, by Laurent Pordié 
 




