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Siddha medicine, an indigenous system from southern India, increasingly comes to the fore
nationally and, to a lesser extent, internationally. Newly created national institutional structures,
the media, practitioners and associations in India, the beginning process of exportation and
trans-nationalization of Siddha medicine tend to underscore the vitality of this medical system.
Some assert the ubiquitous presence of Siddha medicine in every level of the society, while others
affirm the impossibility for lower castes and lower social classes to reach this medicine and/or
their disinterest for the matter, attracted as they are by biomedical services. The reality, however,
complicates these general positions. The sub-programme “Siddha Medicine in Tamil Nadu:
Identity, Power and Pluralism” aims to unpack the social dimensions of this scholarly therapeutic
system in India, of which very little is known to date. The history, converging issues of medicine
and Tamil identity, and the subsequent contemporary political use of this healing system, the
encounter between Siddha and other local or imported medical systems, makes Siddha medicine
a relevant port of entry for the study of the social and medical landscapes of India. These topics
will be explored on a preliminary basis during a workshop which will be held in August 2007

at the French Institute of Pondicherry. We aim to gather specialists’ researchers in social science
for the first time on the topic, so as to come up with a clearer picture of what actually is Siddha
medicine in sociological and anthropological terms. This Newsletter presents some of the
researches conducted at the IFP on Siddha medicine and contains the first circular of the
abovementioned workshop. The reader will also find in this issue the latest publication of

the programme, a detailed presentation of some research projects and lectures at the IFP.

Enjoy reading this Newsletter.

Laurent Pordié
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