
The Atlas is being developed as a  web-browser software allowing 
different basic GIS display and database querying functionalities 
necessary for a user-friendly usage of the Atlas.

It uses W3C (WWW Consortium) compliant Graphics/Open GIS, such that 
the system can be accessed through the internet. 

Results    

A prototype has been developed for the 
Pudukkottai region (central Tamil Nadu). 

The experience gained now allows 
extension of area covered by the Atlas 
gradually to whole South India.
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Objectives
A large database on the geographical, cultural and political information 
pertaining to Southern India (from prehistoric times to 1600 AD) has 
been created in the Tamil University Department of Epigraphy and 
Archaeology, Thanjavur. The data was collected from archaeological 
surveys, inscriptions, and literature through the efforts of several 
researchers over the last decades. 

The objective of the project is to present in the form of a digital atlas, the 
cultural, social, and political information through a combination of maps, 
illustrations, texts and Geographical Information System (GIS) 
functionalities.

The immediate objective was to prepare a CDROM prototype with the 
structure of the complete interface and database but with data 
pertaining to pilot study areas only.  In the next phase the area project 
will cover Tamil Nadu, Kerala and two pilot areas in Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh.

Materials and Methods
The bulk of the basic materials is derived from epigraphical records 
(nearly 9,000) for the period dating from AD 600 to 1600. Archaeology 
provides data sources for the pre-600 period. Literature is useful as a 
supplementary source. In addition to these original sources, there are a 
few secondary ones, particularly on art, which supply information on the 
maps. The IFP photo collection also provides materials for illustrations. 
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